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KEPORT 

OP THE 

AMERICAN MARATHI MISSION 

FOR THE YEAR 

1 8 Q 1 . 



I.— GENERAL REVIEW OF THE YEAR. 

The Betrospect. — The past year has been one of special difficulty 
in our Mission work. It was stated in our last Report that our 
appropriations for the year had been reduced more than Rs. 25,000 
below our estimates. Of this sum between five and six thousand 
rupees were afterwards restored, and maiiy special and very generous 
donations were received from friends in this country and in Americau 
Some branches of our work have thus been provided for, which we 
feared would suflFer serious loss. But the straitness of the financial 
condition has occasioned a great deal of anxiety and thought, and 
brought extra work and care upon every member of the Mission. 
The following report will reveal some of the difficulties which we have 
had to meet, and it will also show that we have abundant reason for 
gratitude to our Heavenly Father for the manifold blessings which 
have been bestowed upon us. It has not been a year of great 
ingathering in the churches. The number received on profession of 
faith is 115. Only three times before in twenty years has the number 
been so low. There may be many reasons for this, but the connection 
between these results and the difficulties arising from retrenchment is 
well stated by Mr. Fairbank in the third section of this Report. The 
statistical tables show a falling oflE in various directions. Nevertheless 
in some departments of our work distinct progress has been made. 
A promising Girls' Scliool has been started at Satara, — a Medical 
Dispensary has been opened at Wadale, — a Manual Training Depart- 
ment and an enlarged Vernacular Department have been added to the 
Mission High School at Ahmednagfir, and Bowkcr Hall has been 
opened in Bombay for tlie accommodation of the girls in the Boarding 
School. xVll will be plci^ed to know that through the kindness of 
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2 AMERICAN MISSION REPORT FOR 1891. 

friends in America the means have been provided for building the 
bungalow at Wai, for which we have waited so long, and the work upon 
it is rapidly advancing. Thus, notwithstanding the darkened prospects 
with which we entered upon the year, there is much occasion for rejoicing 
as we look back upon th-e experiences which it has brought to us. 

The Health Report. — There has been an unusual amount of 
serious sickness in our Mission circle during the year. It is not 
necessaiT to mention particular cases, but our anxieties have often 
been aroused in behalf of those who have been stricken and laid aside 
for a season. But by the blessing of God all the adult members of 
the Mission, with one exception, have been spared, though at the close 
of the year two of our members are still suffering from severe disease. 
The infant child of Mr. and Mrs. McCullough died at Igatpura in 
April. There has also been mu(ih sickness and a great many deaths 
in our Native Christian community. 

Departures for America.— Rev. E. S. Hume and family sailed 
from Bombay, January 31st, on their way to America. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hume arrived in India October 16th, 1875, and had been in continued 
service for more than fifteen years. Miss Hannah Hume, daughter 
of Rev. R. A. Hume, accompanied the above. — Rev. and Mrs. C. 
Harding, with their daughter Annie, sailed April 7th. Mr. Harding 
first arrived January 12, 1857, and, first in Bombay and then in 
Sholapur, he has done faithful service for thii-ty-four years. We hope 
to welcome Mr. and Mrs. Harding back again in course of a few 
months. — Mr. and Mrs. R. McCullough sailed on the 30th of May. 
Mr. McCullough arrived October 22nd, 1888, to take the position of 
Professor of Science in the Mission High School at Ahmednogar, 
which was vacated by the death of Mr. W. N. de Regt. Owin<» 
to the sickness and absence on furlough of the Principal of the 
School, Mr. McCullough soon became Acting Principal, in which 
place he did good service until the Principal returned.— On the 
nth of September Miss E. M. Lyman sailed for the United States. 
She arrived in Bombay October 31st, 1887, and has since been 
stationed in Bombay. 

Arrivals.— Mrs. Sibley, after taking a brief furlough in England 
on account of failing health, returned to her work at Satara, arriving 
in Bombay Jan. 26th. Mr. Winsor also returned, arriving May 25th. 
Mr. Winsor's family remains for a season in America, while he alone 
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I. — GENERAL EEVIEW OF THE YEAK. 3 

takes up his former work at Sirur. We may mention also the amval 
of Rev. Dr. Hazen, and his daughter, Miss Mary Hazen, who were 
formerly connected with our Mission; They arrived in Bombay Aug. 
28r(l, after an absence of nearly twenty years. Dr. Hazen's first arrival 
in India was on Feb. 27, 1847, His last departure was on Feb. 24, 
1872. He has returned to visit the scenes of his former labors. 

Death of Dr. Bissell. — Our esteemed brother, Rev. Lemuel 
Bissell, D.D„ died at Mahableshwar, very suddenly, May 28th. He 
was apparently in his usual health until about four o'clock in the 
iifternoon, when he was taken ill with heart disease, and quietly 
breathed his last at six o'clock. He was buried at Mahableshwar on 
the morning of May 30th, Dr. Bissell was the Secretary of the 
Mission, the Sub-Treasurer at Ahmednagar, and the Principal of the 
Theological Seminary, besides having the permanent care of a large 
"district, and the charge of the Sirur District during Mr. Winsor's 
absence in America. Thus it will be seen that he was capable of 
turning ofif a great deal of work, and his death leaves a large gap in 
our Mission forces. He was a man beloved by all, and for a long- 
time to come his memory will be precious in all the churches. His 
first arrival in India was on August 27th, 1851, so that his time of 
service was but three months less than forty years. Many who 
through his influence have been brought into the Kingdom, will rise 
up and call him blessed, in the last great day ! Numerous references 
to him will be found in the following pages, and a fuller account of 
his life and labors, prepared by our senior missionary. Dr. Fairbank, 
will be appended to this Report. 

Our Report, — It must be evident to every one who reads the 
following report that only the most prominent features of our work 
can be touched upon within the limits which we have assigned to 
ourselves. With so largo a force of Christian workers, native and 
foreign, many things have been done and many events of interest 
have taken place, which have found no mention here. Encouragements 
on the one hand, and discouragements on the other, have served to 
give variety to our course of life ; but, whatever the experiences of the 
passing moment, the promises of God are always bright and clear, and 
they cheer iis on in the certainty of realizing our hearts' desire in 
Ood's own good time. Thousands of little rills make up the largest 
river, and thousands of little spiritual influences make up the mighty 
stream of salvation which is bringing untold blessings to India, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 AMEBICAN MISSION BBPOBT FOR 1891. 

n.— SYNOPSIS OP Tpi MISSION, 

AND STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES AND DISTRICTS. 

Our Mission Field. — in connection with the map it will be interesting 
to take a statistical survey of our Mission field. Our principal districts ai-e- 
Bombay, Ahmednagar, Wadale, Rahuri, Kolgaw, Parner, Sirur, Satara, Shola- 
pur and Roha. It is impossible to give defibaite limits to all these districts^ 
but we take from the last Census Report the figures for the nearest approxi- 
mate civil divisions. Wadale, Rahuri, Kolgaw and Parner are in the Ahmed- 
nagar Collectorate, hence we give the figures for the whole CoUectorate. Sirur 
is in the Poena Collectorate, and the table covers only the Sirur Taluka^ 
(or County,) although the work at Sirur extends into other Talukas as well. 
Wai and Bhuinj are- in the Satara Collectorate. As the full figures of the 
Census of 1891 are not yet available, the figures in the table are from the 
Report of 1881. The total population of the larger districts has been published 
and is as follows : — 

Bombay City, 804,464.— Ahmednagar Collectorate, 888,229.— Satara Col- 
lectorate, 1,226,309.— Sholapur Collectorate, 750,834. 
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22 
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4,938 

4,521 
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502,851 
684,184 

67,006 

1,008,918 

530,121 

42,302 
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39,592 

4,036 
36,712 
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111,632 
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664 


773,196 
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41,835 
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1 
14 
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1,827 

76 

l,82f>' 

706 
132 


Total .. 


16,974 


2,836,382 


234,889 


166,618 


3,286,889 


30 3,670 



BOMBAY AND KONKAN. 
lieatding at Byculla, BoMBAr. — Rev. J. E. Abbott, Miss A. Abbott, Miss A. 
L. Millard. 

Chitrches : Bhendi Bazab, Rev. Tukaram Nathuji, Pastor^ Roha, and' 
Khibiya Chatara, N. W. p. • Mr. Anandrao M. Sangle, Marathl Editor 
of the Bnyanoiaya ; Mr. Imam Baksh Bawa, Evangelist at Roha ; four Bible- 
readers ; five Bible- women ; twenty-four Schoolmasters ; nine Schoolmistresses. 
Whole number of Native Christian Agents— 45. Outstations — 12. 13 Non- 
Christian Teachers. 

AHMEDNAGAR AND VICINITY. 

Rf'siding at Ahmednagab. — Mrs. M. E. Bissell, Rev. R. A. Hume and' 
Mrs. Hume', Rev. James Smith and Mrs. Smith, Miss Emily Bissell, Miss- 
Hattie L. Bruce, Miss Belle Nugent, Rev. C. W. Lay and Mrs. Lay, 

Churches at Ahmednagar, Khandala, Shendi, Jeur, and Wadgaw. 

One Pastor ; six Preachers ; seven Bible-readers ; six Bible-women ;, 
fifteen Schoolmasters ; fifteen Schoolmistresses. Whole number of Native 
Christian Agents— 50. Outstations — 9. 17 Non-Christian Teachers. 

The Theological Semixaey is in charge of Rev. R. A. Hume. 

The Mission High School is in the charge of Rev. James Smith. The 
Manual Labor Department of the High School is in charge of Rev. C. W. Lay. 

The Girls' School is in charge of Miss Bissell and Miss Bruce. 

RcHidhiff at Wadale.— Rev. S. B. Fairbank, D.D., Rev. Henry Fairbank- 
and Mrs. Fairbank. ^ , 
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II. — SYNOPSIS OF THE MISSION. 5 

The Wadale District ie in the charge of Rev. Henry Fftirbank. CJiurrlieg 
«t Wadale, Chande, Dedgaw, Panchegaw, Sonai, Sbingave-Tukai. and Zaw- 
ichede. Three Pastors ; two Preachers ; eight Bible-readers ; five Bible- women ; 
nineteen Schoolmasters ; two Schoolmistresses ; one Medical Gatechist. Whole 
number of Native Christian^Agents— -40. Outstations— 17. One Non-Christian 
Teacher. 

Rfitldhig at Rahubi.— Bev. W. 0. Ballantine, M.D.» and Mrs. Ballantinc. 

The Rahuei Disteiot is in charge of Dr. Ballantine. ClmrcheJt at 
Ilahuri, Shingave-Nayak, Wamburi, Belapnr, Rahate, and Kataradi. Three 
Pastors ; two Preachers ; eleven Bible-readers ; three Bible-women ; one Medical 
Catechist ; twenty-one Schoolmasters ; one Schoolmistress. Whole number of 
Native Christian Agents — i2. Outstations— 20. One Non-Christian Teacher. 

The KOLGAW DiSTBlCT is in charge of Mrs. Bissell. Church at Kolgaw. 
One Pastor ; three Preachers ; five Bible-readers ; six Bible-women ; four 
•Schoolmasters. Whole number of Native Agents — 19. Outstations — 6. 

The Pabner District is in charge of Rev. B. A. Hume. Churches at 
Parner and Kanhur. One Pastor ; two Preachers ; two Bible-readers ; two 
Bible- women ; seven Schoolmasters ; one Schoolmistress. Whole number of 
Native Agents— 15. Outstations — 10. 

The Jambgaw Distbict is in charge of Rev. R. A. Hume. CfiurcJufn at 
Jambgaw and Hlngangaw. One Pastor ; two Preachers ; one Bible- woman ; 
nine Schoolmasters. Whole number of Native Agents — 13. Outstations— 10, 

Residing at SiBUB. — Rev. R. Winsor. 

^he SiBUB Distbict is in charge of Rev. R. Winsor. Church at Sirur. 
Pastor, Rev. Narayan B. Thorat ; one Preacher ; one Bible-reader ; seven 
Bible- women ; fifteen Schoolmasters; two Schoolmistresses. Whole number 
of Native Agents — 27. Outstations — 11. 

SATARA AND VICINITY. 
B/'^Hlnifi at Satara.— Rev, H. J. Bruce and Mrs. Bruce, Mrs. Sibley and 
Miss Gordon. Bev. Vithal Makasare, PaMor of tJw Churchy Rev. Kasam 
Mohammed and one other Preacher ; six Bible-rea<lers ; two Bible- women ; 
«ight Schoolmasters. Whole number of Native Agents— 19. Outstations— 6. 

The Wai District is in charge of Mrs. Sibley. Church at Wai. Rev. 
Hariba Grayakawad, Pa*^or of thr Church, One Bible-reader; three School- 
masters. Whole number of Native Agents — 5. Outstation — 1, 

SHOLAPUR AND VICINITY. 
Rimdhifj at Sholafub. — Rev. L. S. Gates and Mrs. Gates. Churcltes at 
Sholapur, Dhotre, Watwad, Angar, Madhe, and Shetphal. Rev. Bhujangrao 
Gayakawad, Pastor at Sholapur ; Mr. Piabhakar B. Keskar, Medical Catechist » 
Three Pastors ; six Bible-readers ; five Bible-women ; twenty-five Schoolmasters ; 
two Schoolmistresses. Whole number of Native Christian Agents — 43. Out- 
atations — 16. One Non-Christian Teacher. 

SUMtMARY OF NATIVE AGENTS. 
Pastors M. 
Preachers .^ •#• ••• ••• 

Bible-readers ••• 

Bible-women ••• •• 

School-teachers, male »• •• 

School-teachers, female ... ... 

. Non-Christian School-teachers ••. •«. 

Medical Catechists ••• • 

Editor ••• ••• ••• ••• .•• • 



Whole number of Outstations 

y Google 



*•• 


... 18 




.., 21 


... 


... 51 


••• 


... 42 


••* 


... ir>o 


••• 


... 32 




... 33 


• •• 


... 3 


••• 


... 1 


Total 


... 351 


•s« 


... 118 
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III. — PERSONAL AND GENERAL NOTES. 9 

m.— PERSONAL AND GENERAL NOTES. 

Dr. BisseU's Last Months of Work.— Mrs. Bissell writes :— " If 
my husband could have written of his work during the half of the year 
that he was spared to it, he might have mentioned first the weary 
hours he spent trying to adjust the expenses of the Mission to the 
reduced appropriations sent in January. He* might have spoken of 
the ordination of pastor Sayaji at Shendi, a village five miles from 
this city, on the 15th of that month, of a fcAv days spent at Kolgaw 
soon after, then of a tour through the southern part of the collectorate, 
making points at Shrigondi, Karjat, Mirazgaw, &c., where we have 
schools, and where native preachers and Bible-women are stationed. 
Also of trips to Sirur, of which station he was in charge during Mr. 
Winsor's absence at home on furlough. Those were busy months, 
and on some accounts very trying ones. Here and there teachers 
Ivere to be dismissed and long conversations held with the agents as 
to the best method of meeting the reductions. Of those remaining 
would any wish to leave and join some other Missions ? Would they 
continue with us on three-fourths their former allowances, or would 
they shift for themselves for a few months and then come back on 
full pay ? They were permitted to taJce their choice, and did so without 
a murmur, very few preferring to leave and go elsewhere. But not 
one of them knew what an effort it cost to make the adjustment in 
this way. All saw the weary look and the white face, but hoped, 
after a month's comparative rest and refreshment at the hills, strength 
would be given, and all would be right again. But this hope was not 
to be realized. There was to be no return to the earthly service. 
The call had gone forth to come up higher ; so the interesting details 
of those months of labor remain unwritten and can only be touched 
upon in this cursory way. The reductions affected our allowances 
for touring, so we did not indulge in tents, and I could not enjoy the 
pleasure and privilege of accompanying my husband as usual. With 
tlie exception of trips to Sirur and Kolgaw, my work has been 
largely what was near at hand. At Sirur were the Bible-women 
to meet, schools to visit, the Bible examination of the Christian 
women to be taken, and helpful words to be spoken to the discouraged 
and weary ones. At Kolgaw we worked mostly among the 
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Christians those few days of our stay, and yet with the Bible-women 
and pastor's wife I had many opportunities of meeting the village 
women of various castes. It was encouraging to notice the interest 
with which some of them seemed to listen, especially those whom the 
Bible-women most often visit, and who are themselves readers. The 
chapel was well filled with the town^s-people on Sunday, and a more 
attentive audience one would seldom see, though they little knew it 
was the last time most of them would ever listen to that earnest, 
beseeching voice." 

Rev. Balawantraw adds : — ** The great sorrow of the year has 
been the removal by death of our dearly beloved, honored, and revered 
Dr. BisselL He was to us the embodiment of so many* of the 
Christian graces that we could not enumerate them. He was so true 
and faithful that we could rely upon him implicitly. In him there was 
no guile. It was my privilege to have been connected with him in 
the work many years, and I count it one of the blessings of my life. 
Some things seem to me especially worthy of note in this connection. 
He was always affable and respectful in his demeanor when speaking 
with those whom we met, of whatever caste or station in life. Parti- 
cularly was he patient and unwearied in efforts to bring back the erring 
to the fold. It was his delight to preach the Gospel of Christ, and 
his prayers were as if he were indeed communing with his Master. 
The patience with which he bore the many annoyances and trials that 
came in connection with the work, was a continued surprise and 
wonder* Those opposed to him were won by his love and kindness.'' 

Pastor Gungaram writes : — *' A great sorrow and inexpressible 
loss came to us this year in the death of our beloved and revered Dr. 
Bissell. To him we owe what we have and are, under God, as a church 
and people. He labored for us in season and out of season, before ever 
we were formed into a church, and since then his fostering care for us 
has been incessant. Nothing but illness w^ould keep him away from 
Kolgaw long at a time. He loved this little church, and turned to 
it fondly as a mother to her cherished ones. But now he has gone to 
reap the reward of his labors, and we are left, as it were, comfortless. 
But wc must yield to God's will. He wounds, and He too will bind 
up and heal, and to Him be all the glory ! Dear Mrs. Bissell has set 
her own great grief aside, and done what she could for the work 
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her dear husband laid down. By means of two Christian brethren 
who are appointed to look after the work of the district, she has cared 
for, advised and strengthened us. For this we are very grateful to her 
and to them/' 

Notes from Dr. Fairbank : — " As to work done hi the cold 
season at the beginning of the year, I might repeat the substance of 
what I wrote for our last report, of my life in my tent-on-wheels^ 
among the villages in the valley of the Godavari* Then I was in good 
working condition *for a man of my age.' But the steady daily strain 
of that work, especially after the trees lost part of their leaves and the- 
shade grew thin, while the heat of the season increased, told on my 
strength and nervous capability. As the Dictator in * Over the Teacups' 
said, I had to decide between my duty and my instinctive demand for 
rest. I had grown automatic. My brain was so tired that I must 
needs seek rest in a colder climate. I went to Kodai Kanal, and there 
I found that the rest must be entire. Even reading was tiresome and 
distasteful. This benumbed condition lasted for months. At first it 
seemed that only the brain needed rest, but afterwards other parts of 
body sympathized with it. Then the Lord put me into a garden, to 
dress and to keep it ; and I thanked Him for so congenial a remedy. 
Tliere is a garden in Ahmednagar called *Babishte Bag,' which means^ 
Paradise garden ; but my garden on the Palani Mountains, when' 
fully evolved, will better deserve the name. I eagerly enjoyed its 
beauties and its capabilities. There most kinds of trees flourish, botli, 
of the torrid and temperate zones, tliat are pleasant to the sight and 
good for food. There I could still be useful to this land of my 
adoption, by introducing new trees and flowers, and by improving the 
quality of the old ones. AVliat a fine thing it would be, were we as 
skilful and successful in improving the character of men by our 
manipulation, as we are of improving the quaHty of trees by inserting, 
buds and grafts ! Near the close of the year my health improved^ 
* and I was allowed to prepare for spending the rest of the cold season 
in evangelistic work among the villages. This is the best work for an. 
old missionary. It imposes a minimum of responsibility, jind the great 
privilege of old age is the getting rid of responsibilities. But just as 
this bud was bursting into flower, it was nipped and its promise failed. 
The sudden and serious sickness of i\Ir. Winsor drove him awav from 
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liis station and its responsibilities. Then, of our sadly diminished 
band, there was no other missionary who could leave his own and 
4tssume these responsibilities. Providence called on me to come and 
do it. So the end of the year finds me at Sirur, buckling on the 
(harness and adjusting the load," 

The Work of ane Missionary.— Rev. R. A. Hume writes :— 
^* No short report can give any adequate idea of the daily life of any 
one. But as some readers would like at least a general idea, I will 
try in a few paragraphs to describe my work. From June to October, 
five days in the week, I spent four and a half hours in teaching four- 
teen students in our Theological Seminary, and from one to four hours 
a day in preparation for this work. Besides that, I superintended 
about thirty agents in eighteen villages, hearing their reports, writing 
to them sometimes, visiting them occasionally on Saturdays and 
Sundays, making them suggestions and paying them. Also superin- 
tended a book depot and colporteur, took reports, ordered new books, 
audited accounts, &c. Attended three church services a week, some- 
times conducted them. Preached to non-Christians on an average 
once a week. Held numerous meetings with the pastor and deacons 
of tho Ahmednagar Church, and occasional meetings with the pastors 
of other churches. Took much pains to stimulate the young people's 
Christian Endeavor Society, in its four sections. Espebially helped the 
fifteen Sunday Schools for non-Christians by obtaining and supplying 
pictures and cards, and by visiting on the average one school a Sunday. 
Did some visiting of the sick, gave some medicine, and did a good deal 
to help Christians get work. Wrote some matter for our monthly 
Marathi magazine for the young. There was no end of correspondence, 
Indian and American. Spent considerable time in planning and 
making arrangements for the great annual meeting of the Chris- 
tians. Part of the time spent one evening a week in turn at the 
houses of different missionaries for a social gathering and Bible read- 
ing. Audited semi-annual mission accounts, and did many other 
things * too numerous to mention.' Ordinarily rose at six and retired 
at half-past ten. Spent the months of April and May at a health 
station, resting some, exercising some, reading some, visiting a good 
deal, attending mission meetings, and either conducting or arranging 
for one English and one Marathi religious service a week. Durin.s^ 
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the other five months work was more miscellaneous, but not less tax- 
in<?. Spent a good many days in the district visiting the villages and' 
atimulating the district work. Made three business trips to Bombay 
about printing, collecting money, &c. Spent a considerable time in 
preparing matter for our magazine for the young. Conducted several 
parties of visitors about the station, showing them something of our 
mission work. For two months was pastor of a church with 512* 
names of old and young on its rolls. Helped in organizing a new 
church. Acted as counsellor by interview and by letter for scores of 
persons on all manner of questions, religious, social, pecuniary, mental,. 
&e., &c. Here are some of the questions by letter. From a mission- 
arv in the Punjab, detailed information about ecclesiastical arrange- 
ments in our mission and support of pastors. From a missionary in 
Bengal, about our Christian Endeavor Society. From a missionary in 
Madras, letters about help in Christian literature. From three 
missions, about our Theological Seminary. From one missionary, an 
inquiry why we do not emphasize fasting as a means of spiritual deve- 
lopment. From several, about temperance and opium. From one,, 
about Christian organic union. From several, about Sunday schools. 
From two, about schools for missionary children. From many, about 
agents, &c., &c., &c., &c. From America, many requests for infor- 
mation about this, that, and the other boy, or girl, or school, &c^ 
During the year I baptized forty-four persons, received five to church 
membership, conducted ten funerals, and solemnized ten maniagcs. 
Tliese notes give some idea of the kind of work which one Indian mis 
sionaiy has to do. He would not exchange it for any work in the 
world. Unto me who am less than the least of all saints is this grace 
given that I should preach in many ways to the people of India the 
unsearchable riches of Christ." 

An Acknowledgment. — Mr. Hume says : — " I wish to give a 
hearty expression of appreciation of the helpfulness of the labors of 
neighboring missionaries of another society. J. S. Haig, Esq., and 
Mrs. Haig, of the Christian Yemacnlar Education Society, have for 
many years laid the missions of Western India, and especially our 
mission, under great obligations for their admirable Normal School in 
Ahmednagar in which Christian teachers are trained. In few, if any, 
schools is there a more pronounced Christian influence, so that if a lad 
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enters the school as a Hindu, it is almost sure that he will become a 
Christian before leaving it. Also in two suburbs of the city these mis- 
sionaries have for years sustained primary schools for low-caste children. 
Sometimes the results have not seemed very encouraging. But re- 
cently I baptized fourteen adults and young men in those suburbs, 
and much of the Christian knowledge and a good deal of the Christian 
interest of most of those converts were due to day schools and Sunday 
Schools, and to the personal influence of Mr. and Mrs. Haig. As their 
chief work is that of the Normal School, they have no church organ- 
ization, and they rejoice when any missionary and Christian preacher 
follow up their labors. It is a most pleasant duty to inform the 
friends of missions in India, Great Britain and America, of the directly 
evangelistic results of such missionaries and of a society like the 
Christian Vernacular Society, whose first aim is the training of 
Christian teachers." 

Two Faithful Laborers. — ^3Irs. Bissell writes : — " Mention 
should be made of the faitlif ul inspector of our schools who goes his 
rounds monthly, and is so helpful in the work, always finding some- 
thing encouraging to say to the tired and disheartened teachers, and 
to the poor parents who in their straitness know not how to spare 
their children for school. His presence is always welcomed among 
them, and his words prized. Grateful recognition should also be made 
of the valuable services of one who has undertaken largely the care 
of the agents of this district and their work, who looks after their 
accounts and usually accompanies the inspector on his rounds as an 
evangelist. He looks up and instructs inquirers, and attends to any 
matter needing to be adjusted. Being an ordained minister, he also 
baptizes those whom he has examined and thinks ready for the step, 
and administers the communion to weak churches which as yet have 
no pastors. With these two faithful helpers it has been possible to keep 
things in place, and even progressing, during those trying months in 
which there could otherwise have been only partial superintendence. 
They have done much toward bringin*;' forward some inquirers in 
the village of Pimpalgaw quite recently. In October, three adults 
were baptized at that place, and a few days since six men and one 
woman with three children also received the rite. The interest there 
seemed to be the result of efforts made some years ago. The seed 
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which had kin buried to human sight suddenly spran^; up, and 
fruit began to appear. It is earnestly hoped that the right one 
may be found to dwell with them and give them the needed 
instruction, and that the means for his maintenance may also be 
provided." 

Retrenchment : — Mr. Fairbank writes : — **Ketrenchment has been 
the most general subject this year, beginning in January and going on 
until the close of the year. One has been confronted with the problem 
how to keep one's regular work running when money available for 
expenditure was less by 20 per cent, than it was the previous year. 
The result has been that there has been no expansion of work and very 
little aggressive work. A couple of illustrations will suffice. The 
preachers and catechists who go on preaching tours generally get 
a small travelling allowance to pay for the fodder of the horse they 
ride on. This year travelling allowances could not be paid, and so 
the touring of these catechists was very much circumscribed. Another 
expedient to save money that was adopted was to give all agents 
leave, without pay, for two months. I urged them not to sit at home 
tind try to do mission work, but to go into the harvest fields as fast 
as they could, and there labor with their hands. Many did so and 
made a faiily good living, for the harvest this year was abundant and 
there was plenty of work to do. To the credit of all our agents be it 
said they took very cheerfully the two months' leave without pay, and 
there were complaints from very few. This cheerful conduct on the 
part of the native agents has helped me very much indeed." 

The Results : — " This expedient of two months' leave without pay 
helped very much in saving money, but the stoppage of the wheels 
for so long a time was not conducive to the accomplishment of the 
iDCst results. It took a long time to get things running again as 
smoothly as they were running before the leave. All in all, in 
looking over the field during the year past, one can see that the 
result of retrenchment has been to stop visible growth for tlie time 
being. All the results, however, have not been bad. A thorough 
sifting of the agents has been necessitated and better methods of 
work suggested. Above all, the need of a stronger faith in God has 
been clearly seen. 'Not by might nor by power, but by my spirit, saith 
the Lord,* has been suggested again and again in moments of des- 
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pendency. Details of administration are apt to dwarf the spiritual 
activities of the missionary unless he is very careful, and anything that 
will lead to a more earnest prayerful spirit and a more devout and 
thoughtful study of God's word, is helpful to missionary and native 
agents alike." 

The Tear at Rahuri.— Dr. Ballantine writes : — " The year has 
besn. full of anxieties on account of the retrenchment. Many of the 
schools were obliged to take a long vacation, while their teachers did 
other work to get bread for themselves to make up for their reduced 
pay. Not only has this been hard for them, but as this is the second 
year with little rain and scant crops, many who were just able to make 
both ends meet at the old rates, find themselves hard pressed, Avith grain 
at present prices. — ^Among much-needed improveiueats is the remodelled 
chapel. By removing a partition the room is made to seat com- 
fortably a much larger audience, and it is now a very attractive place 
of worship. Though we have been much troubled at times by the 
moral and spiritual condition of some of our helpers, yet during the 
last months of the year the atmosphere has seemed clearer, and we have* 
perhaps more than ever reason to thank God and take courage. Still 
there does not seem to be that earnest desire among preachers and 
teachers to win others to Christ that there should be, or the effort to 
teach and lead on those that are now out of Christ. There is great 
danger also of a separate caste growing up — the Christian caste — as 
exclusive as it is possible to make it. As India is to be reached by 
her own people, our efforts must be to teach and broaden the minds of" 
our helpers, bringing them into closer relations with God, and thereby 
increasing their love toward all men." 

The Tear's Experience at Bombay.—Miss Abbott writes : — *-The 
year opened under a heavy cloud — our numbers were depleted ; our 
resources reduced, and need everywhere confronting us. Later, in 
September, we were again afflicted and tried by the going home of 
Miss Lyman for a period of rest and cure. The financial and physical 
burden seemed too heavy for us to bear. Yet now at the close of the- 
ycar we do most thankfully affirm that we have tried, tested and proved 
two, at least, of the Lord's promises : * As thy day so shall thy strength 
be,' and ' Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.' We took up our heavy 
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financial burden in connection with the school, with the prayer in our 
hearts, ' Lord, if this is thy work, bless it ; if what we are attempting 
is not in accordance with Thy will, then speedily show it ti) us.' The 
answer came in the shape of about twelve hundred rupees — and we 
went on rejoicing. The boys in the dormitory were suffering from 
want of clothes ; the need was very great; there came a day when it 
was imperative. This matter was laid before the Lord, In two hours 
a lady called on us, a stranger from America. She saw our work and 
as she was leaving, she put a note in my hg,nds for the boys — it was 
one for fifty rupees. Another instance from the many. — There was 
another great need ; there seemed no possible way to meet it. At a 
social meeting a friend said, ' How are you getting on ? What do you 
need? How much is it in rupees?' The answer being given, he 
added, * Very well, send around your messenger to-morrow to my 
office ; a few of us will provide the amount.' And so it has proved 
again and again, that the Lord careth for His own work. We have 
not had all we wished for ; we have prayed and waited for laborers to 
come and fill the places of those whom we have greatly missed, but no 
one has come ! The why and wherefore of this denial we leave to 
Him who knoweth all things." 

Unexpected Help. — Mr. Abbott says : — ** The year opened the 
darkest in the history of my nine years' work in India. Our New Year's 
greeting was that the means for carrying on our work in Bombay and 
the district around was to be reduced by Rs. 4,000. This meant the 
closing of schools, the dismissal of valued helpers, and a year of great 
sadness. Plans were laid as to the order in which the work should be 
reduced according to relative importance, but I determined not to 
actually reduce until I was obliged to do so. First came the news 
that the reduction was lessened. After a time some friend in Brook- 
Hne, Mass., unknown to us, was moved to send a donation of Rs. 1,251 
to meet the reduction on the Christian High School. Soon a donation 
from the 1st Cong. Church of Nashua, N. H., of Rs. 837 came as another 
relief, and with these sums, supplemented with smaller but no less 
useful ones, the work went on without any reduction. For this we 
feel profoundly thankful, both to the Lord who put it into the hearts 
of so many to help, and to those who have given so liberally in this 
year of distress. We therefore approach the unknown events of IS92 
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with far greater hope and trust, in the thought that He will help in the 
future as He has in the past." 

A New Mission Bungalow at Wai.— Mrs. Sibley writes : — "It 
will be a pleasure to many readers of the Report to know that the 
Wai bungalow is at last a certainty, and will be ready for occupancy 
early in June. I am sure many will join us in glad and heartfelt 
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for this great encouragement 
to His work in that beautiful city, and will also unite with us ia 
hearty thanks to the ladies of the New Haven Branch of the 
W. B, M., whose generous gift enables us to build this much-desired 
missionary home." 

The Work at Sholapur. — ^Mr. Gates writes : — ** Mr. and Mrs. 
Harding went to America in the early part of the year, and tlieir 
work, so far as I could do it, fell to me. My fields of work comprised 
over 500,000 people whom we are trying to reach, in some measure, 
in the Sholapur Oollectorate, besides no inconsiderable section of the 
Nizam's territory. It is not easy for one man to make much of an 
impression on such a field in the way of direct personal effort. Work 
at Sholapur station demands more and more time each year, so that 
I have not been able to do as much among the villages as I should like to 
have done. Most of the Mission agents have been faithful in tlioir 
work, and there are signs of the Lord's blessing in many places, but the 
additions to the churches have not been large." 

Pastor Bhujanraw says : — " On the whole the year has been a 
joyful one. But at its close we are met with such a scarcity that we 
are forcibly reminded of the terrible famine fourteen years ago. In 
this, as well as in the burning of the cotton mill, by which thousands 
are made to suffer, we see the hand of the Lord." 

Arrival of Dr. and Miss Hazen. — Mr. Gates says : — *' We 
were glad to welcome Dr. Hazen and his daughter the latter part of 
August. They have been a real help to us in many ways. Dr. 
Hazen began work at once, speaking the language almost as well 
as though his twenty years in America had been a dream. Before 
the end of the year Miss Hazen was able to conduct sliort services 
in Marathi.'' 

Paster Bhujanraw adds : — ** We miss Mr. and Mrs. Harding, 
who were so diligent • in season and out of S3ason ' in all Cliristian 
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work, and hope they will soon return. Dr. Hazen and his youngest 
daughter are our welcome guests, and Dr. Hazen's sweet and melodious 
-Marathi has been delightful and profitable to us all Many have 
listened with delight to his preaching." 

IV.— THE CHURCHES. 

Synopsis. 



Readers 1,224 

Baptized Children ... 1,534 
Whole number baptized 

Persons ... ... 3,988 



Churches 35 

Pastors ... 18 

Oommunicants ... .„ 2,353 

Male Members 1,329 

Pemale Members 1,024 

Gains during the ijtar. 

Eeceived on profession ... 115 1 Children baptized ... 125 

'iN'etgain 47 | Contributions ... Rs. 4,S?3-13-8 

The Church at Ahmednagar. — ^Mr. Hume reports . — " Eev. 
Anaji Bhagoba, who more than twelve years ago began to serve this 
church as pastor, has for several years suffered from much physical 
weakness and has undergone many sorrows. He has felt inadequate 
for all the responsibility of so large a church and resigned his position 
•at the close of October. The church generously gave him a retiring 
-grant of six months' pay. He has many excellent traits of character 
'^nd is now serving as a preacher at Rahuri. The church then asked 
me to act as pastor for six months, while looking about for another 
Indian pastor. Therefore, though it was difficult to take up new 
duties, yet for several reasons it seemed best to assume the responsi- 
bility. During the year twenty-six persons joined the church on pro* 
fession of faith. Most of them were pupils from our schools, though 
some of these were the children of Hindu parents. At the close of the 
year there were on the rolls of the church the names of 312 communi- 
-cants, 1 7 baptized adolts who are not communicants, and 183 bap- 
tized children, a total of 512 persons in one church. This is a large 
flock to shepherd. But a careful sifting of the names of the 
absentees would reduce the numbers. The average congregation 
numbers over 500 persons." 

A Second Church in Ahmednagar. — Mr. Hume writes : — " For 
'■many years it has been my conviction that organizing a second church 
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in the western part of the city of Ahmednagar would stimulate our 
Christians to greater responsibility for their church aild to more acti- 
vity for non-Ohristians. Our first church building, though large, 
could just about accommodate the Christian commimity, and there was 
little room for non-Christians. Several things hindered active stepa 
being taken till December. Then some members of the church ap- 
plied for permission to organize a new church. In January of 1892 
this resulted in starting a strong new church with forty-two members^ 
Eleven of these joined on profession of faith. This new church in- 
cludes some of our most intelligent and active Christians. It has^ 
resolved to be independent of all pecuniary aid from the Mission • 
From the first it will be able to collect at least Es. 30 a month for its- 
expenses. Of this less than Rs. 5 a month were being given to the 
mother church. Some of its money comes fi*om Christians in the rail- 
way and in Government service, who have not hitherto been giving 
for any church, and to whom, when away from Ahmednagar, a letter 
is to go from the church once in two months. The church has adopt- 
ed as its rule of faith only the Bible, without any attempt to define its 
doctrines, and has adopted the Apostles' Creed as a simple formula 
for those who enter it on profession of faith. I do not know of so 
simple and wise a church organization in India, and it gives promise 
of great usefulness. The going off of this colony has already had a 
good influence on the parent church, in which greater activity and 
unity are already being developed." 

The Churches at Shendi and Wadgaw. — Pastor Sayaji 
reports : — ** The church at Shendi was formed on the 22nd of January 
1888. It consisted at that time of 31 adult members and 28 bap- 
tized children. That of Wadgaw was organized on the 16th of 
November of the same year, numbering 33 communicants and 52 
baptized children. From the time of the formation of these churches,. 
Rev. B. C. Uzagare officiated as acting pastor, holding Sabbath ser- 
vices and administering the ordinances ; but as his services could not 
be depended upon with regularity, it seemed best that they should have 
a pastor whose special work would be to care for them, and in this they 
were greatly helped by the counsel and encouragement of dear 
Dr. Bissell. When the wish that I should become their pastor was made 
known to me, I was very reluctant to assume so great a responsibility^ 
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feeling myself so weak and unworthy ; but here again Dr. BisseH'e 
•words and prayers strengthened and encouraged me, and I consented 
to accept the invitation of the churches and become their pastor. 
My installation took place on the 15th of January 1891, and since 
that time I have attended to their services, usually preaching in one 
place on Sabbath morning and at the other in the evening. Wadgaw 
is a little over three miles from Shendi, and I visit among the families 
as I have time and opportunity. In Shendi, where I live, it is my 
custom to visit the church members at their houses regularly, read the 
Scriptures and pray with them. , We also have a weekly prayer meeting 
^hich is very well attended, as are also the Sabbath services. A Sab- 
hsith. school is kept up in both places, composed of Christians and 
Hindus.'' 

Khandalla^and Jeur Churches. — Rev. Balawantraw reports: — 
** These two churches being without a pastor have been largely in my 
<?are under the supervision of Dr. Bissell, and since his death in May 
I have had the entire charge of them. There has been no increase in 
the numbers of either of these churches during the year, but we mean 
to continue our labor in their behalf, hoping that in due time we may 
have the joy of seeing them bear fruit to the glory of God. It 
has usually been my privilege, in company with other workers, to 
tour in the districts with Dr. Bissell during the cold season, but 
owing to the reductions required in Mission expenditure, and also to 
the fact that Dr. Bissell was not very strong, we were able to take only 
a few short trips through the villages where work is in progress. 
This was a som-ce of deep regret to Dr. Bissell, but we who accompanied 
liim tried to make up for the want as well as we could by preaching in 
season and out of season, wherever and whenever we could find hearers. 
We visited the schools and tried to encourage the teachers. For the 
most part we found the schools doing good work, and in a number of 
instances patronized by the village people. There have been nine 
haptisms of adults in the village of Pimpalgaw recently, and there 
are more inquirers in that and other places near. This is the fruit 
of the labors and prayers of dear Dr. Bissell and others who have been 
interested in the work at that place. We hope soon to see these 
gathered into one of the already existing churches, or else perhaps 
io have them formed into a separate organization of their own." 
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The Church at KolgaW. — Pastor Gungaram writes : — ** We are 
grieved that we cannot report any additions to our churcli this year. 
In place of that we have to record the death of an aged member who 
was in our connection many years. He died at a distant station where 
he had lived latterly, but we have heard that he passed away peace- 
fully, trusting in Christ his Saviour, and commending his household to 
His love and care. Of the remaining members of our church we can. 
say that all have continued steadfast in the faith, and some are 
apparently growing in grace. They belong for the most part to the 
poor and lowly of this world, still they do not depend upon the Mission 
for a livelihood. They manage to support themselves by a little farm- 
i^gi hy day labor in the service of the village in common with the 
Mahars. We are thankful that in these lowly spheres they do really 
shed a little light. In the early days of the Mission, such work was- 
not open to them, and they were forced to look to it for aid. The^^ 
catechists and Bible-women of Kolgaw labor in the surrounding-, 
villages and hamlets, and through their efforts the people are beginning: 
to have quite a knowledge of the truth. There are many who seem 
to be real inquirers, and we can but hope will soon come and decide 
for Christ. All the Mission agents give for the support of their 
pastor, many of them a tenth. They have continued to do this not-- 
withstanding the reductions this year, and as I also accepted a r('duced 
salary, their contributions have been sufficient to meet it." 

The Churches in the Wadale Field. — Mr. Fairbank says : — 
*'The churches have not grown in numbers this year as they have in 
the past two or three years. One reason doubtless has been lack of 
steady aggressive work. In two of the churches, however, serious- 
trouble between pastor and people has been cause enough to prevent 
growth. Happily in both places there is unity and peace again. la 
the Wadale church there has been more activity than elsewhere. A. 
Christian Endeavor Society has been formed which includes almost 
all the school boys and school girls. Systematic preaching in the near 
villages and a regular distribution of tracts have been the principal 
departments of work. The leaflets printed at the Columbian Press- 
at Satara have been very useful to the tract distributors of the Chris- 
tian Endeavor Society. Additions to the church in the Northera 
Hrict, through which Dr. Fairbank toured last cold season, have nat 

Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



IV. — THE CHURCHES. 23 

been as numerous as one could wish. In Pimpari two adults have 
come out and been baptized, and there are others ready to do so soon: 
Through the generosity of a friend in America, means have been 
furnished for building substantial houses at Kaldakwadi and at Pim- 
pari. The houses are at present in process of erection. The hous^e 
at Pimpari will accommodate a teacher and a preacher, and I am 
sure that a resident preacher in that town, in addition to the regular 
work of the teacher, will have large results in the near future. A 
Snnday spent in Pimpari recently enabled me to see better than 
formerly the attitude of the people toward Christianity. They are all 
favorably disposed, but when it came to the point of deciding to come 
out boldly and be baptized, many held aloof. One man who had a 
daughter in our boarding-school said he had a son whom he wanted to 
marry off in the Hindoo way, and of course he could not join the 
church imtil that matter was disposed of. Others said they wanted 
to see what happened to those who did join the church and then they 
would come out. Excuses are plenty in any community, when the 
claims of Christianity come in conflict with the claims of the world." 

The Churches in the Rahuri District. — Dr. Ballantine says : — 
" There have been thirteen additions to the Rahuri Church ; eight 
boys, three girls, and two women who have been taught for the past 
year in Rahuri. There has not been much increase in numbers in the 
other churches of this district. The pastors have been much bene- 
fited by the October meetings in Ahmednagar, and have returned to 
their congregations with a renewed determination to work more 
heartily for Christ and His kingdom." 

The Bombay Church. — Mr. Abbott says : — '' It is always a 
grief in taking stock at the close of the year to notice how few have 
united with the church from the non-Christian community. It cannot 
be said that the church members are inactive. There has been the 
usual amount of preaching, Sunday School work, and other forms of 
Christian activity. There are some inquirers who give hope that they 
will before long have the courage to come out boldly for Christ, but 
the harvest is not yet large." 

Self-support in Bombay.— Mr. Abbott writes: — *' The total 
amount which the Bombay church has raised during the year is 
Rs. 1,075-7-11, and for the following purposes : Rs. 924-12-11 for 
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the salary of the pastor and sexton ; Rs. 115-11-0 for the work of the 
church at Lahtpur ; Rs. 17-14-0 for the Poor Fund, and Rs. 17-2-0 
for the purchase of a clock for the church building. This 1,075 
rapees has come almost entirely from the members of the church, 
with the exception of what missionaries and casual visitors may have 
placed in the contribution plate. What this amount really means can 
be best seen by the fact that the total income of the members of the 
church is only Rs. 10,500 per year ; so that tbey have raised directly 
or instrumentally a little over one-tenth of their income. Can any 
church in America show superior liberality ? Is it too much to expect 
the churches of America to equal the generous spirit which this 
church has displayed ?" 

The Boha Church. — ^Mr. Abbott writes : — ** The church which 
was organized in December of last year had the pleasure of receiving 
to its membership the Brahman youth of whom mention was made in 
the last report. He has had to endure the usual persecution, such as 
separation from his home and the ridicule and hatred of former friends 
and companions. And yet his persecution was far less than either he 
or we expected. The toleration the people have shown seems to be 
due to the more liberal spirit with which they are viewing the spread 
of Christianity, As he belonged to a priest's family, he was of course 
thrown out of his old employment, in which there was the service of 
false gods. In its place he is now a preacher of the Gospel he once 
despised." 

Missionary of the Roha Church. — Mr. Abbott continues: — 
*' The Roha church undertook the support of Mr. Danielson as their 
missionary for the year. He was stationed at Mahad, a large town in 
the southern portion of the Kolaba District. Besides his evange- 
listic work, he has opened two schools at a neighbouring village 
called Kemburla. Oue is attended by Mahomedan boys, the other by 
Mahars. The peculiarity of the latter is that it is attended chieily by 
young men who go to their daily work in the mornings and afternoons 
and spend the middle of the day in study. Mr. Danielson has also a 
night school attended by fifteen pupils. Mahad is an important 
missionary centre, for there is a large export and import trade from 
and to this town. The streets are daily filled with strangers, and the 
Gospel seed sown here is carried far and wide." 
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Self-support in the Roha Church during the Year. — Mr. I. B. 
Bftwa writes :— ^" Our Roha church undertook the support of two, 
preachers at Mahad. We could hardly have thought of undertaking 
so heavy a burden, but as Mr. Abbott was in financial straits, owing to 
the reduction of mission funds, we thought it our duty to work a 
little harder and free him from anxiety. Every member of our church 
therefore gave his full tithe regularly, and one or two paid more. 
European officers of the district and others also came to our help. 
Oar church is poor and small in numbers, yet it is anxious to work in 
co-operation with the Mission, not only by personal work, but by 
giving of its money. Our expenditure for the year was Rs. 518-8-0, 
an account of which is given below: — 



Receipts. 


Rs. a. 


P- 


Expenditure. 






Balance from last year 


27 6 


7 


Rs. 


a. 


P- 


Tithes 


247 10 


6 








Donations 


172 





Salaries of preachers.. 420 








Sunday collections ... 


16 7 


8 


House Rent ... 57 








Orant from the Mis- 






Sundries 41 


8 





sion 


52 15 


3 








Total Rs. 


518 8 





Total Rs. 518 


8 






I give the account in detail to show how the money has been received 
and spent. A word or two as to how we keep our accounts and have 
them audited, will not, I hope, be out of place. Every month the 
receipts and expenditure is read out before the church. Then two 
members are appointed to audit it and give their signatures. The 
annual account is audited by two persons . not belonging to our 
church. To examine the accounts of 1891 it has been arranged to 
ask Rev. J. E. Abbott and Rev. R. A. Hume. This will show 
that our church is scrupulously particular about moneys given them 
by friends interested in cur work.'^ 

The Lalitpur Church. — Mr. Abbott says :— " I have not been 
able to visit this church during the year on account of the work which 
has devolved upon me in consequence of the departure of Mr. and 
Mrs. Hume to the United States. The work continues as before in 
charge of a Committee of the Bombay Church. From letters it 
appears that there are a number who are ready to be baptized, show- 
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ing that the work is not at a standstill, though far removed from 
proper superintendence. Seven children and two women are being" 
educated in the schools of Bombay and Ahmednagar, as the educa- 
tional advantages in their village of Khiriya Chatara are not suited 
for those who are able to make advance in their studies. The school 
at Khiriya has also been temporarily closed, as the teacher was not 
found suitable, and another has not been obtained." 

The Pastor's Work at Satara. — Pastor Vithalraw writes : — 
" Besides preaching once on the Sabbath and on other special occa- 
sions, I have conducted the weekly prayer meeting of the church. The 
week of prayer was observed as usual, and on several evenings of th& 
week I have aided in the street-preaching in the city, while in tlie^ 
mornings 1 have been to the alleys of the city, or to some neighbour- 
ing village. About 22,000 people have thus heard the Gospel. I have 
distributed with my own hand about 6,000 tracts, some from tho 
Columbian Press and others from the Tract Society. Outside of 
Satara I have visited 46 different villages and preached and distributed 
tracts in them. My pastoral duties have led me often to the houses 
of the brethren where we had prayers and spiritual conversation. I 
have also sold about 200 books. May the Lord accept these efforts 
and add his blessing to them." 

The Pastor at Wai. — Mrs. Sibley says:— *' For nearly all the 
year pastor Hariba has been alone in the evangelistic work of the 
Wai district ; but he has done faithfully what he could. He has been 
much encouraged by the kindness shown himself, and by the very 
apparent interest of the people in the message of Divine love and 
mercy." 

The Sholapur Church. — Pastor Bhujam-aw writes: — ** As we 
come to the close of the year 1891 and look forward into 1892, our 
humble prayer to our heavenly Father is, * If Thy presence go not 
with us, send us not up hence.' At the beginning of the year the 
number of communicants was 113. During the year three joined the 
church on profession of faith. One has removed his connection to 
another church, and four have been disciplined. The number at the 
close of the year is 114. Two Christian children have died during the 
year, each the first-born child of its parents. The regular meetings 
in connection with the church have been as follows : — The preaching 
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service, Sabbath afternoon, when the pastor generally preaches : the 
Sabbath School, Sunday morning; the weekly prayer meeting; the class 
for inquirers ; the young people's society ; the women's meeting ; and 
the monthly concert. At some of these services able assistance has- 
been rendered by friends not members of the church. In the chapel, 
by the road-side, in schools and in private houses, the story is told by 
preaching and by tract distribution, in which work many members of 
the church take part. Of those who have been received to the church, 
one was a son of Christian parents, one a Hindu, and one a Moham- 
medan — ^the last beiog the fruit of- street-preaching. Some think that 
street-preaching is useless, but this is a mistake. I have worked in 
the Sholapur district for about twenty-five years. Looking at the con- 
dition of the people then and now, I see that there have been great 
changes in reference to caste, idolatry, ancient customs, religious 
opinions, &c., brought about by Christian teaching. All classes, low 
and high, now listen gladly to the truth. Some buy and read Bibles 
and other religious books, and sometimes children are heard singing 
Christian hymns ; and there is no doubt that the Gospel is finding its 
way to the hearts of the peojile.*' 

v.— EDUCATION. 

Synopsis. 



I^umber of Higher Schools. . . 6 

Station Schools 8 

Common and Village Schools 104 



Total Number of Schools ... 118 



Number of Teachers ... 126- 
Total Number of Pupils... 3,574 
Number of Christian Pupils 93Q 
Number of non-Christian 
Pupils ••• ..• ... 2,64(x 
1. THE THEOLOaiCAL SEMINARY. 
The following report of the Theological Seminary was prepared 
by Rev. JR. A. Hume, who is the Dean of the Institution. Mr. Hume 
writes : — "How undermanned our Mission is can be well seen from the 
present condition of the teaching force of our Theological Seminary. 
This institution was organized on its present basis in January 1878, 
with three instructors, Dr. Bissell, Rev. R. V. Modak, and myself, to 
teach a class of six students. During terms of study Mr. Modak 
gave almost all his time, while Dr. Bissell and T gave mucli of our 
time to the institution. In January 1885 Mr. Modak died, and last 
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May Dr. Bissell died. So during the term of 1891 I was the only- 
instructor of a class of fourteen. In addition to this very important 
work a great amount of superintendance of general mission work and 
•correspondence and miscellaneous duties came upon me. Let any one 
say if this is a wise and satisfactory way of carrying on such work and 
of expending the vital force of the missionaries in the field. How- 
ever, the Lord helped and we had a profitable term from June to 
October. All the students had three exercises a day, viz., from 6-45 
to 8 A.M., on the composition of sermons ; from 11-30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
on Introduction to the Old Testament and part of the Book of Isaiah ; 
and from 4 to 5 p.m., on the Principal Doctrines of Christianity, — all 
taught by myself. In addition, those who could study Eaglish to 
profit, studied that language in three sections, according to their attain- 
ment?, and were taught by Indian teachers. The Rev. R. Stothert, 
who was for some weeks in Ahmednagar, kindly gave some lectures 
on Leaders in the Reformation of the Sixteenth Century, and Rev. Dr. 
Hazen arrived from America in August and greatly relieved me by 
giving ten exercises on various subjects. The committee of exam- 
iners expressed themselves as well pleased with what had been done 
and the improvement in the students. Some of the students took 
•especial pains to have their wives read their note-books and to help them 
to take in what was taught. At the close of the term several of these 
women passed a very creditable examination on the Injbroduction to the 
Books of the Old Testament and on Theology. The usefulness of the 
Seminary extends far beyond the regular students. Some pastors and 
preachers and teachers borrow note-books from the students in vacation 
time, and read or sometimes write them out. The influence of Dr. 
Bissell was nowhere better felt than on mission agents and students. 
His loss cannot be supplied. But I earnestly hope that Dr. Hazen, 
who has returned from America, and who has experience and other 
admirable qualifications for teaching theological students, may be able 
to take a considerable part in the teaching of the term of 1892." 
2. MISSION HIGH SCHOOL AT AHMEDNAGAR. 
The Mission High School has been in charge of Rev. J. Smith, 
4issisted by Rev. C. W. Lay, during the entire year. We regret to 
say that Mr. Smith has not furnished any report of the school in 
general. The following brief account of the Manual Training Depart- 
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ment is furnished by Mr. Lay. He says : — " The Manual Training 
Department of the High School has met with encouragement from 
all sides. Upon the day of its formal opening, and since then, tho 
general public has shown an interest. Inquiries have also come from 
other high schools in the Presidency respecting the equipment of such 
a department. Boys of all castes are in the classes. At present 
about twenty are under instruction, besides a class of seven African 
boys. There is a great difEerence in the aptitude of different ones in 
acquiring this hand education. Some poor scholars take readily to a 
plane, and vice versd. At present we are using woodwork only, as this 
affords the greatest variety of educational exercises. Our motto is, 
* Not things, but men.' Government has been interested in this new 
school of educational work and urges us to go on to prove the utility 
of what has been so auspiciously begun." 

3. BOARDINa AND STATION SCHOOL AT BOMBAY. 

The Bombay Station School. — Miss Abbott writes : — *' On tho 
1st of February we moved into the Mission compound, and, in addition 
to the work we already had in hand, took charge of the work which 
had been done by Mr. and Mrs. Hume. The oversight of this school 
came into my portion. Owing to the illness and departure of the 
Humes, the classes were not changed for the year until the 1st of 
February. Having thus lost three months of work the school has 
been greatly crippled ; owing to the retrenchment, one teacher was 
dismissed, and this was another detrimental cause. For one month the 
influenza played havoc with the attendance rolls. Notwithstanding all 
these serious drawbacks, the teachers and pupils did their best to repair 
the damage. As the results, however, of the inspection, were not equal 
to those of the former year, it was most fortunate that the Government 
made an inspection and not an examination of the school. We have 
admitted a few Beni-Israelites, Hindu and Mahomedan boys, this year 
as there is no other High School convenient to those living in this 
vicinity. So far we have had no reason to regret the innovation. In 
March, H. E. Lady Harris asked permission to visit the school. We 
were greatly honored by Her Ladyship's sympathy and appreciation, 
and by her expressed pleasure in the appearance of the school and in 
its impromptu exercises. The annual prize-giving in December was of 
unusual interest, as it was held in Bowker Hall, and in the presence 
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of our Governor, Lord Harris, and his Lady. Her Ladyship kindly- 
distributed the prizes. The programme of the exhibition reflected credit 
upon teachers and pupils alike« The order for retrenchment at the 
beginning of the year threatened disaster to the school, but owing to 
Miss Chandler's kind interest we are greatly indebted to some friends 
in Brookline, Mass., for the generous help which has kept us on our feet 
and enabled our work to go on without serious failure. The new 
school year began in November, and the school being now well-equip- 
ped, it has every prospect of success, unless some unforeseen and 
untoward event occurs. We have been fortunate in securing a B. A. 
from the Bombay University, a Christian man from Jaffna College, as 
our head master. Our graduating class numbers eight and is one of 
unusual solidity. They are all members of the church and exert a 
good influence in the school. During the year the school has had 
many visitors, some of note. One and all have expressed pleasurable 
surprize in the successful working of the co-educational system. We 
have had many words of hearty sympathy and goodwill. The *God 
speeds ' of friends and the evident blessing of the Lord have made us 
to continue rejoicing in our faith and hope." 

The Boys' Boarding School. — Mr. Abbott writes :— " It was 
•^vitli no little misgiving that I took over charge of the Boarding 
School on the departure of Mr. Hume. The school in tliis depart- 
ment receives but Rs. 200 from the Mission ; the balance has to come 
from the fees charged and the donations of friends. Such sources 
of income are uncertain elements, and it was a tost of faith to under- 
take the support of 25 boys on these conditions. But lack of faith 
has been rebuked by the fact that expenses have been more than met, 
4ind there is a small surplus to carry over into the next year. The 
care of these boys has besn a pleasure, for there can hardly be a more 
•important work than the training of the young. Four of the larger 
l)oys united with the church during the year, having given satisfactory 
evidence of a change of heart." 

The Story of a Bombay Waif. — *' The story of little Laxaman is 
very similar to that of some of the waifs of home cities. Laxaman's 
.mother died when he was only just old enough to remember her. 
His father was a cruel man, and having learned that Laxaman had 
.drank some water belonging to some European soldier, the father be] 
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came very angry that his son had defiled himself, and drove him away 
from his house. Driven from his home, the poor boy wandered in the 
streets of Bombay for two years, living as best he could by begging 
or in any other way he could pick up a living. His bed at night was 
the sidewallc or some sheltered corner. One day he saw a number 
of children marching along the street, and he followed to see where they 
were going. These boys were on their way to the Sunday School, 
and Laxaman followed from curiosity. He was interested in what 
lie saw, and on another Sunday followed the boys to the same school. 
From these boys he learned that they ^ attended a day school. 
■Curiosity led him in here also, and the teacher learning from his lips 
his story asked him to remain with her. This he gladly did. He 
Attended the day school for a time and showed himself so grateful and 
obedient that I took him into the Boarding School. He has proved 
A boy worthy of being helped, and I trust may turn out a good and 
useful man. His case has led me to take a deeper interest in the 
-street Arabs of Bombay, and to wish there was some way by which 
many of them could be rescued." 

Bowker Hall.— Miss Millard writes :— ** Though Mrs. Hume did 
not leave Bombay until the last of January, the charge of the girls of 
the boarding department, at her request, came to me at the beginning 
of the year. As the building was not yet remodelled to accommodate 
the girls and the young ladies, the girls had to be cared for at arm's 
length for some months, and I found how very difficult and inconven- 
ient it was, though Mrs. Hume had been doing the same thing for 
as many years. Miss Lyman and I continued to live in the mission 
bungalow until quite into the rains, waiting for the carpenters and 
builders to make the necessary alterations. Most of these alterations 
were made during the long spring vacation, when many of the girls 
-were at their homes and we were at the hills. The matron and the 
few girls who remained were shifted from one room to another as the 
work advanced, and were put to much inconvenience all the vacation. 
They did not complain, however, knowing how soon it would all be 
over, and how beautiful a home they were all to have. On the 21st of 
July Miss Lyman and I moved into Bowker Hall. It was indeed an 
event in our lives, as we had been so long planning for and talking of 
that day. We had but six weeks of companionship there however. 
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as Miss Lymaa's failing health required her sailing for home early in 
September. I look forward with great pleasure and longing to her 
return next year. There are at the close of this year thirty-five girls 
in the boarding department. They are a very happy set of girls, and 
I am sure are most grateful for the generosity which secnred to them 
this beautiful home. They have, in which to play and recreate, a 
large compound hidden away from the street by a high stone wall^ 
so that we feel quite secure about them at all times." 

The Opening of Bowker Hall.— ** On the 17th of December 
Bowker Hall was formally opened, and the occasion was presided over 
by Hia Excellency Lord Harris. The audience was seated in tho 
central hall of the building, into which the doors of the dormitory- 
were all thrown open. A dais was raised upcn one side of the hall, 
upon which "were seated Their Excellencies Lord and Lady Harris* 
Opposite to them the school children were arranged in lines, and on 
either side the many friends who are interested in our work, also the 
parents and friends of the school children. The hall was prettily draped 
with bunting and flags, prominent among which were the Stars and 
Stripes and the Union Jack. The exercises were opened with singing 
by the school, followed with a paper read by Mr. Abbott, giving at 
some length an account of our mission work in Bombay, of how the 
need of a dormitory was created, and oE how that need was met. This 
paper was responded to with a speech by His Excellency Lord Harris, 
in which he spoke very kindly of what he had seen of our work. 
His Excellency then formally announced the building opened, after 
which a dedicatory prayer was offered by the Rev. R. A. Hume, of 
Ahmednagiar. Her Excellency Lady Harris, who had been handed 
a large card bearing in gold letters the words 'Bowker Hall, 1891,* 
advanced to the front of the dais and said : — 

' Ladies and gentlemen, as a small token of love and gratitude for 
one who has done so much for this mission, I beg to name this new 
building Bowker Hall.' {Loud applause.) The exercises in connec- 
tion with the prize-giving were then commenced, after which Her 
Ladyship kindly distributed the prizes. The exercises were brought 
to a close by singing * God save the Queen ' and the Doxology, and 
the building was then thrown open for the inspection of all. Their 
Excellencies expressed themselves pleased with all that they saw, and 
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W6 expressed our appreciation of what they had done to make the 
occasion a success." 

ISxtracts from H. E. the Governor's Address. — ''I do not think 
I can too prominently say that our gratitude towards this, the 
American Marathi Mission, has been piling up and piling up all the 
years of this century. As far back as 1814, when the Bombay 
Education Society was alone in the field, this Mission came forward 
«^nd offered its help, and in that year opened a vernacular school for 
boys. In 1825, only eleven years later, it had about thirty schools 
and over 2,000 children in them ; and as far back as then they were 
turning their attention to female education. In fact, they may take 
this to their credit, that in female education in Bombay, I believe 
they were actually the first in the field, as they opened the first girls> 
school in 1824. In 1826 they had as many as nine schools ; in 1829 
they had their first boarding school ; in 1831 they found the result of 
their efforts was so encouraging, that with the assistance they could 
look for, perhaps not entirely from this country, but from their own — 
I mean the United States of America — ^they were able to go further 
afield, and they moved away to Ahmednagar ; and I am glad to take 
this opportunity, after having visited that place, of tendering to the 
Mission, on behalf of Government, our sincere gratitude for the efforts 
they are making there, and particularly for the very practical line 
those efforts are taking. They are endeavouring to bring up the boys 
of the neighbourhood to be proficient in some handicraft, and therefore 
capable o£ 'earning their livelihood in some other way than using a pen. 
. . . But our gratitude goes a good deal further than Bombay. It 
has to roll across the wide seas to the United States of America, and in 
the most public way I beg to thank those generous, public-spirited, far- 
seeing and charitably-minded people who have during so many years 
contributed towards the maintenance of the American Mission in 
India, and who are especially the contributors towards the purchase 
of this building. I take this public opportunity of conveying, on be- 
half of the Government of Bombay, our most grateful thanks for the 
assistance the people of the United States are rendering this Govern- 
ment in pushing forward the cause of education in India {applause)'^ 
and I think that perhaps has a wider significance than at first appears. 
I see in front of me the flags of two English-speaking nations, cousins 
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m blood— the United States of America and Great Britain. They 
are united by the coloors hung on that wall, which signify the senti- 
ment of Liberty, Fraternity, and Eqaality, and I hope that the 
assistance America is rendering England out here in the cause of 
education, and that the conjunction of these two flags may be the most 
happy augury that in the near future England and America will be 
joined not only in the beneficent and charitable task of bringing the 
best education possible to the homes of the people of this country, but 
that the efforts of those two great countries may be directed conjointly 
and hand in hand to a far greater and more desirable end, that is the 
«nd of universal peace. I am sure you join with me in my expres- 
sion of gratitude to the Mission for all it is doing to put forward 
education in this country in a broad-minded and public-spirited way, 
and that you also with me wish most heartily that these young people 
before us may grow up full of gratitude to the Mission for what it has 
done for them, and that they may go out into the greater world with a 
firm resolve that as they have endeavoured to obey the rules of 
the school whilst here, so they will endeavour to obey those much 
more important rules as regards their moral life which have been 
inculcated here, and by their example and by their lives prove a credit 
not only to themselves and their families, but to those who have 
^ven them their education. Ladies and Gentlemen, I have the very 
greatest pleasure in declaring this building open." (LotiA applause.) 

The Cost of the Building. — Mr. Abbott says : — " The. building 
has cost for purchase and alterations Rs. 60,347-11-6. Of this the 
Government has given not only the generous share of Es. 15,000, %ut 
also the services of the Government Executive Engineer, who planned 
and carried out, free of expense to the Mission, all the alterations 
necessary. Our sincere thanks are therefore due to the Government 
for their liberal aid in providing for the accommodation of the girls of 
♦our school, and that of the ladies in charge." 

4.— THE ANaLO-VERNACULAR SCHOOL AT ROHA. 
Mr. I. B. Bawa writes: — **Roha is but a village, and conse- 
quently we can hardly expect to secure a large attendance in the school 
Though our plan is to teach five English standards, we did not succeed 
in getting a sufficient number of pupils to keep up the fifth standard 
during the year. The four standards were, however, efficiently taught. 
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-and the result of the Government examination was, on the whole, 
iBatisf actorj. Though we make the Bihle an important subject for 
study, still I am sorry to say that for the last few months of the year 
we have had no one to teach this subject. For various reasons the 
Christian teachers of the school have had to leave. However legitimate 
their reasons for leaving may have been, the work in this important 
point has had to suffer ; but we hope to get a good man for the school 
before long, who will be ready to bear all the difficulties of village life. 
In spite of the difficulties and apparent indifference of our students, 
and particularly those of the higher classes, I do not think the time 
and money spent on them is by any means wasted. On the contrary. 
I have come across cases that have given me much encouragement, 
There are some of our pupils who read the Bible regularly and ara 
enquiring after the truth. Three former students have asked me to 
carry on a regular correspondence with them. I earnestly pray that 
they may find out the truth as it is in Jesus and be saved. Oar 
Vernacular school has passed through many difficulties, nevertheless 
we have on oar rolls about eighty names. This department of the 
Hoha school has had the Bible regularly taught during the year." 
5.— GIRLS' SCHOOLS. 

The Girls' Boarding School at Ahmednagar.— This school has 
been in charge of Miss Bissell and Miss Bruce through the entire year. 
Miss Bruce sends the following report : — 

A Retrospect. — "As the second anniversary of my welcome 
to the work at Ahmednagar approaches, I find that a retrospective 
glance naturally takes me back two years instead of one. During so 
short a time there have been many changes in the school. Bhagubai 
was with us then, a teacher whose elevating influence was felt not only 
among our girls, but throughout the Native Christian community. 
For sixteen years she labored in connection with the school, doing 
her part patiently, steadily, faithfully, until for very weariness she 
45ould work no more. Now the Father has called her home, perhaps 
because she needed a longer rest than earth could give to such a 
willing worker, Barubai, another teacher, whom we felt we must keep 
among our girls for the sake of her refinement of manner and unusual 
gifts, has removed to Poena after eight years of service here, and au 
least five others who have taught successfully for many years have 
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left the school since my coming. But though in this particalar the- 
retrospect is a sad one, still all who are f amiUar with school work kaonf 
that the removal of trusted helpers does not necessarily imply an arrest 
in the progress of the school ; those who are our mainstay and depend- 
ence are providentially set aside, others fill their places, and the 
work goes steadily on if it be of God. So, notwithstanding our 
multiplied losses, we may report progress, at least in many depart- 
ments." 

The Annual Zzaminations. — ''We have had our meed of 
praise from the Government inspectors this year. At eleven o'clock 
on the 2nd of September they came into school, much to the conster- 
nation and delight of our pupils, who, by the way, are strangely incon- 
sistent at such a time. With the words ' pass ' and ' na-pass ' ring- 
ing confusedly in their ears, they sit with palpitating hearts, right 
glad to see their annual visitors — afraid, to be sure, and hoping 
against hope that their limited knowledge will not be put to too severe- 
a test, yet waiting, ready, eager for the much-dreaded examination to- 
begin. However, the least prepared of their number would cry if 
under any pretext whatever we should excuse them from so trying 
an ordeal ! Well, when the inspection of our eight standards was 
over, Mr. Gore remarked to me : ' Two years ago your Anglo- Verna- 
cular department was very small. Last year I noticed an advance 
both in numbers and in the excellence of work done. This year there 
is still greater progress, and I am gratified to see so many evidences- 
of steady growth,' After the inspection, we re-arranged classes for 
a new year's work, opening a Fifth Anglo- Vernacular Standard (equi- 
valent to the second year of a High School course), with five pupils. 
We sincerely regret that our good friend Mr. Gore has been trans- 
ferred to another district, and will not be able to look in upon us next 
September, when a five years' Government grant is to be dependent 
upon the results of our examination." 

The Distri^^ution of Prizes.— "The classes examined in the Bible 
by Mrs. Bissell were also reported to have done well, but for the first 
time in many years there was no public prize-giving of the school 
during the time of the Sabha meetings. Our hearts were mourning 
the loss of Dr. Bissell, whose help had not before failed us, and with- 
out the inspiration of whose loyal presence it seemed as if we could 
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not plan for the annual exhibition. Prizes (contributed by Mrs, 

Judge Hammicky to whom our earnest thanks are due) were therefore 

■distributed to deserving ones on the last afternoon that the school 

was in session, and the girls were allowed to leave us fully a week 

emrlier than usual. As it happened, after many of the girls had 

dispersed to their village homes, those who remained were present at 

tK>meihing better than a prize-giving, even a short visit from His 

Excellency the Governor of Bombay. They did not detain him long^ 

<iOuntihg it a great privilege to garland him with flowers and to sing 

* God save the Queen.' Later we received from His Excellency a 

substantial token of the interest in our work which he expressed at 

the time." 

Enlarged Accommodations Needed. — ''Our school has been 
crowded to overflowing during the past year. Even before the Fifth 
Anglo-Vernacular Standard was added to our curriculum of study, 
several classes were obliged to recite upon the verandah, and in our 
largest room two recitations were continuously held. Since the re* 
•alrrangement of standards, another class is sent out upon the verandah 
and three instead of two recitations are held in the large room. The 
present numbers are — ^in the Anglo- Vernacular department, 47 ; in 
the Vernacular department, 103 ; in the boarding circles, 80.** 

Tithe-giving. — "The girls in the boarding circles continue to 
tithe their grain as in times past, by putting aside a small handful 
out of every half seer that they grind for themselves. This grain, 
sold month by month, has supplied fifteen rupees of the pastor's 
salary. The Christian Banner Society has contributed ten rupees 
towards the sustentation fund for feeble churches, and by sale of fancy 
w^ork our girls have supported one of their number in the school." 

The Health Report. — " No epidemic has swept through our ranks 
•during the past year, as did influenza in 1890. There have been 
occasional cases of slight illness, but we have especial reason for 
gratitude to our Almighty Father that he has spared the lives of all our 
pupils. They have not suffered as have many of the other Native 
Christians to whom 1891 will be a year long remembered for the 
^stress it has brought — death and sickness, and retrenchment, and 
lack of rain." 

Religious Condition.—" There seems to have been a growing 
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serioasness on tho. part of some of our girls in view of the larga^ 
number of deaths throughout the Christian community. Grod has 
spoken to them all in words whose meaning could not be misunderstood^ . 
and in response, some have sincerely tried to live more cousirtent 
lires, and have encouraged us by their faithfulness and uniform 
obedience, the best outward indications of spiritual growth.*' 

• A Problem.—^' But one problem, difficult of solution, has caused 
us anxious thought. It is this : How far should we introduce into- 
our'boarding circles girls of questionable moral influence, with a view 
to their own personal improvement i Our school is no reformatory^ 
and we should not bring its members into contact with evil ; but when 
a Hindu child, familiar, doubtless, with vile thoughts and viler 
language, yet tractable and eager to learn, asks admission into tlie 
school, we are liable to think more of her possibilities of improvement,, 
her salvation from a life of wretchedness and sin, than of her harmful 
influence over the Christian girls. In looking back over the year we 
can see that the moral tone of the school has been lowered and 
spiritual influences have been somewhat dissipated by a few such girls 
whom we have admitted into the boarding circles. This experience . 
has led us to establish a new circle apart from the rest, and to gather 
into it girls who need especial training or restraint. The new year- 
will show whether or not such a change is beneficial to all parties 
concerned." 

An Interesting Case. — '' One member of the new circle is a 
Hindu child about thirteen years of age, whose study in our school 
was interrupted several years ago by her marriage. For a long time 
we lost sight of her, until one day she returned to her accustomed place^ 
and with strange earnestness began to review her half-forgotten letters*. 
We asked, ' You were here when Miss Julia was in charge of the 
school ? ' * Yes.' * And were you not married ? How is it that 
you have come back?' <My mother-in-law beat me and drove me 
away. She said she did not want me any longer, so I have come home 
to stay with my mother. I am never going back ; I am going to study,' 
and her whole face lighted up with the thought. As she looked eager- , 
ly at us, we noticed that there were dark spots in one of her eyes, and 
at another time we asked her what they meant. She answered simply,. 
*My mother-in-law struck my eye with her fist, and the marks have 
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been there ever since/ For a while she came to our school only as a 
day-scholar, then her parents moved away to Karrachi| leaving her 
in our charge and promising to send money every month for her support. 
Strange to say, they have needed no reminder of their promise, and 
their daughter, though she has many things to learn and more to 
unlearn, is yet, we hope, earnestly trying to be a Christian." 

Weaver Oirls' School at Ahmednagar. — Mrs. Bissell says :— 
*' The Girls' School in the weaver quarter has received quite an addition 
to its numbers, owing to the breaking up of one of the municipal 
schools. We were glad to have our room better filled, though re- 
gretted it should be for such a reason. We were so fortunate as to 
have the Misses Kinnaird at its prize-giving, and they were much 
pleaded with the bright faces and costum^ of the children, their 
singing and behaviour generally.' The interest in the Sunday School 
connected with it has been maintained throughout the year, and the 
number both of boys and girls has increased. It is an occasion oi 
deep regret that I have not been able to visit in the homes of the 
children lately. The time and strength needed in the care of the 
sick makea this quite out of the question." 

High-Caate Oirls' School in Bombay.— Miss Abbott writes : — 
'* In my last report I expressed the fear that this school would lessen 
in numbers, but the contrary has proved to be our experience. There 
are now forty names on the roll and the attendance has been unusuaUy 
good. This good attendance is due to the fact that I have secured 
a woman to collect the girls in the neighbourhood. It increases the 
expenses of the school, but is largely repaid by the better condition. , 
At the prize-giving the children carried out a pretty but simple pro- 
gramme — stories from the Bible and singing of hymns holding a promi- 
nent part. Of the six girls who were in the highest class when I 
opened the achool, all but one are married, most of them living near by. 
These with other young women have continued a few studies under our 
pastor's wife, who has taught them three times a week* They learn 
Scripture and hymns as well as reading, &c. At the annual recitation 
of Scripture by our Christian woa:en, four of these attended and recited 
with the rest. One of these, Estherbai, was one of four to receive 
prizes for absolutely perfect recitation. The -school is now so large I 
should have an assistant. I hope the need will be met by a supply.^* < 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 AMERICAN MISSION BEPOBT FOB 1891. 

A Oirls' School Established at Satara. — Miss Gordon writes : — 
** In July, with Mrs. Sibley's help, I opened a school for high-caste 
girls in the city here. There had been no desire for such a school 
expressed by the people, but as there was only one Goremment 
girls' school in this large city, we felt there was both room and need 
for others. Mr. Bruce had kindly put at my disposal a nice, large 
school-room in the Shunwar-Peth, a good though rather hostile 
neighourhood, and we decided to make a beginning there. From the 
first the work has been most encouraging and hopeful. A few jealous 
Hindus have felt it their duty to do all they could to influence the parents 
against us, and many girls haye been forbidden to come. There 
are other girls who only come when their fathers are away from home. 
Their mothers have said to the woman who brings the girls, * Do 
not come for my girls, but when I see the school is open I'll send 
them. If my husband sees you and finds out the girls are going to 
school, he will be angry and will not allow them to go.' Notwith-' 
standing these drawbacks, the averi^e attendance for the six months 
has been over twenty. For tiiree months now we have had Sunday 
Schools every Sunday morning. All the girls are not allowed to come, 
but we usually have a good number. At first, they were very loath 
to repeat the name of our Saviour Jesus Christ. One day shortly after 
the sohool was opened, when we were teaching the girls the hymn 
^'^Ohrist the best Friend," one girl asked us not to teach them about 
Christ, but to teach them about Krishna. Now they are very fond of 
onr Christian hymns, and also repeat the Lord's Prayer, Ten Command- 
ments, and Bible verses without any hesitation, and I think there is 
nothing they enjoy so much as to have a picture illustrating a Bible 
story shown them, and to hear the story connected with it." 
6.— STATION SCHOOLS. 

Station School at Ahmednagar. — Mrs. Bissell says : — ** Our 
Station school excelled particularly in the Bible this year, and the exami- 
nation was pronounced the best known of this school, when examined 
at the close of the year. The results of the Government examination 
were also satisfactory. There has been a marked carefulness in the 
behavior of the boys on the Sabbath which has been pleasing to see.'* 

Station School and Oirls' School at Bahuri. — Dr. Ballantine 
writes : — •* Our Christmas prize-giving was well attended, many of the 
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iiownspeople being present. Several of the niost influential Hindus of 
the place spoke very appreciatively of the Mission work carried on here, 
the good flippearance of the schools, and in a general way of the great 
benefit of the work of the Mission to th^ backward classes, many of 
those once belonging to that class now standing as the equals, intellec- 
tually, of any of the caste men. Although these Hindu friends haVe 
often shown an interest in our work, and have even occasionally graced 
our schooWooms by their presence, their coming to our chapel was an 
unusual event^ and signifies a good deal of progress withjin a short time. 
Three years ago it would not have been possible to have given the 
audience much that was worth listening to or seeing, but since that time 
the Girls' School has come into existence. It now numbers forty pupils, 
aeven of whom are in the Third Standard. Besides the teacher, a 
regular assistant is much needed and will be obtained the coming year 
if possible. The need of extreme caution in spending every rupee has 
very much hampered the effectual working of the school this year." 

The Station School, Sholapur. — Mr. Gates says:—" The Station 
School has prospered, and the Anglo- Vernacular department sent up a 
pupil who took the highest rank in the Government examination for 
High School Scholarships for the Sholapur CoUectorate. Dormitories 
for Station School boys and girls are very miich needed.'* 

7.— COMMON AND VILLAGE SCHOOLS. 
Village Schools in the Ahmednagar District.— Mrs. Bissell 
says : — " Our village schools have suffered more or less from the 
reductions. Teachers who chose to take care of themselves for a few 
xtionths, found it difficult to bring the scattered fragments together 
again on their return to duty, and yet most of the schools have done 
fairly well at the Government examinations. There are Sunday 
schools in connection with all our village schools, most of which seem 
very well sustained." 

The Schools at Wadale. — Mr. Pairbank says: — *' Schools have 
4suff'ered from too long vacation. Three months of vacation at a stretch 
for the Station school was not conducive to thorough work in the 
studies of the year. A run of cliolera in September was also very demo. 
Talizing. There were two deaths, one of a very promising boy in the 
highest standard of the boys' school, the other of a yoang orphan girl 
in the girls' school * 
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Village Schools in the Bahuri District. — Dr. Ballantine 
says : — *' These schools have been in fairly flourishing condition. The 
Government inspection, owing to some change in the Educational 
staff, has not been made. A number of teachers are preparing for the 
Sixth Standard Examination, the passing of which entitles one to a 
small increase of salary. In this way their interest in their work and 
their efficiency are much increased. Better accommodation for village 
schools is a great need at present. It is an' aid to self-respect for the 
teacher, and an education to the boys themselves, to have a school- 
house of their own, with a chair and a table in it. Slight as these 
things may seem to us, they help to raise our schools in the estimation 
of the Hindus also. Where our school also is held in the town itself 
and when there is no Government school, we are able to secnre the 
attendance of boys of all classes." 

Bipon Road Boys' School in Bombay. — Miss Abbott says: — 
** This school has gone on steadily increasing. In October I secured 
an assistant who is proving himself a benefit to the school. The pupils 
have made great progress in habits of study and of regular attendance. 
They not only know of Christ, but they seem to receive the knowledge 
as truth. The annual prize-giving was held in our compound, the 
Kamatipura and Mazagon schools uniting with them. It was a sight 
to see ! About 120 Hindu boys sat on the ground, some in gay silks 
and some in dirty rags. Europeans and Native Christians formed 
the audience, our Christian school forming a marked contrast to 
those on the ground. On two sides there was a compact mass of 
standing outsiders who were greatly interested in the exercises. The 
promptness of the programme was noticeable, — Bible stories were 
repeated, hymns sung, a rendering of the * Prodigal Son * given, and 
a dialogue on the folly of falling into the hands of usurers. Prizes of 
cloth and school-books were given, and then fruit and sweetmeats- 
distributed. The money for these prizes was given by a few former 
pupils of Bennett Seminary, Minneapolis. I think they could have 
enjoyed nothing better than being present, if it had been possible, on 
this very interesting occasion." 

Kamatipura School. — ^Miss Abbott continues: — **In order ta 
meet the demand for reduction, I was obliged, much against my 
judgment and wishes, to close the school for girls. Soon after, an. 
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elderly Christian man who had come among us, asked for work ; we 
had none to giye him. He then collected a few boys to teach. They 
paid a small fee, and with a little help the school has gone on. There 
are in it now thirty-seven boys, nearly all paying a fee. I took the 
GoYemment Inspector to visit the school. He was so pleased with it 
and so assured of its need that he has promised a grant. The school 
was opened too late for me to ask an appropriation for it in May, but 
I hope the little I need to make the school effective will be sure ta 
come in through the year. The boys are of all castes, from Kunabis^ 
to Mangs, and make no tronble aboat sitting together ; but the higher 
caste boys go a long distance to avoid drinking water where th& 
lower castes get it." 

Common and Village Schools in the Konkan. — ^Mr. Abbott 
writes: — "The fickleness of the people of the Konkan can be well illus- 
trated by the effect produced by the conversion of the Brahman youth 
of whom mention is made elsewhere. The proposed English school 
at Tale, for which the people had seemed so anxious, fell through, for 
the people became alarmed, and decided to have no school rather than 
run the risk of having any of their children become Christians. The 
school at Pingalsai was for a time entirely broken up, every boy 
being taken out of school. The people had the idea that finding no- 
boys in the school it will be given up, the school -house sold for a trifle^ 
and they would be free from danger ; but they did not properly count 
on our persistence. The teacher remained at his post, regularly rang 
his bell and sat at his desk. After waiting for an hour he would go- 
into the village or a neighbouring village and preach. This he kept 
up for a month without a break in the determination of the people^ 
but finally kindness conquered, and the children came back one after 
another, until now the school was never so full, and the minds of the 
people never so encouraging. Another curious affair took place at 
Fugav. The people took some offence, and, combining together, took 
every boy out of school, and secured another teacher on a few rupees- 
a month. Our teacher's hands being thus free, he devoted himself 
to preaching. We turned the tables, however, upon them by inviting; 
this rival school into our empty school-house, and the school went on 
as before, with this difference only, that whereas the people had been 
getting their school without cost to themselves, now they had to bear. 
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all the expense of the school. Christian teaching went on much as 
before, and I had the pleasure of examining this rival school in my 
own building. Of course this state of affairs coald not long continue. 
The people became tired of their part of the bargain, and now the 
school is back in our charge and doing well." 

The School at Khumta.— Mr. Brace reports :— «* The School at 
Khumta, 13 miles east of Satara, has been carried on for several years. 
It has been one of our most successfal village schools, as the peopla 
seemed to take an interest in it. The number of pupils was not large, 
but some of the boys had made very good progress in their studies. 
There was one boy who seemed specially promising, and he expressed 
a desire to come to our Station School at Satafa, and continue his 
studies here. He came to me in September, and after examination 
I told him that if his father was willing I would receive him at the 
beginning of the school-year in November. When the time came the 
boy did not appear, and I learned that his father, after having once 
.given his consent, was influenced by the other people, who were greatly 
•excited over the matter, and he would not allow his son to come. 
The boy pressed his case, but was unable to gain permission. Seeing 
liis importunity, the people became very much alarmed, fearing that 
^11 their boys were in danger of becoming Christians. They there- 
fore^ decided to withdraw all their children from the school, which, 
consequently came to a sudden close. The people sent me the follow- 
ing letter, which will explain itself : — 'To the kind Padre Saheb, resi- 
dent at Satara, all the Mahars of Khumta send very great salam. 
You have had a school here up to this time, and we are thankful to 
you for it. But from this time we think we do not want your 
school. The reason is this, that you teach your religion and our boys 
are becoming Christians. Therefore we cannot send them to your 
school any more. Besides, the times are bitter, and we have difficulty 
in obtaining the wherewith to eat and drink, and we must put our 
boys to work. If it is your desire to continue the school, then with 
hands clasped we entreat you to tell your teacher not to teach the 
things of religion. Signed by all the Mahars of Khumta, this 28th 
day of November 1891.' As we have no desire to keep up a 
school on the above conditions, the school at Khumta has not been 
re-ee^;ablished." 
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The Sequel. — " The boy referred to above remained at his home- 
for some weeks, pleading with his father to allow him to come to 
school. Tlirough fear of his neighbors his father would not consent. 
When he found that further waiting would not avail anything, he 
watched his opportunity and ran away, going to the Christians at 
Rahimatpur, some 10 nailes distant. From there he came to Satara in 
the night, and, declaring his purpose, to become a Christian, he 
claimed our protection. The same day two of his friends came for 
him. I allowed them every opportunity to talk with the boy, and 
persuade him to return home with them if they could, but I told them 
that I could not allow them to use any violence upon him. He firmly 
declared that he would be a Christian and that he would not go with 
them. The next day (Christmas Bay), twelve men came for the boy, 
I seated them upon the floor in my study and then brought the boy 
before them. They used every form of argument and threat, but the 
boy, whose name is Bhau, remained steadfast to the end. 4.11 the 
men came to oar Christmas gathering and stayed through it all. 
After this meeting one of the men told Bhau that the ear-ring he was 
wearing was not his but his father's, Bhau immediately took off the 
ear-ring and gave it up. His own father then told him that the 
clothes he wore were not his, and he stripped himself of turban and 
tunic and threw them at his father's feet. This made the father 
^shamed of himself, and he insisted that Bhau should take back his 
clothes." 

An Attempt at Eescue. — *' Pour days later, at about 9| o'clock 
in the morning, two men suddenly appeared at the door of the school- 
room, which is situated in our compound. One of them entered, and 
seizing Bhau by the arm dragged him outside, and the two men tried 
to get him outside the compound before help could arrive. The algxm 
was quickly given, the teachers and older boys ran to the rescue, and 
providentially I was myself near at hand, so that they were foiled in 
their attempt. One of these men was the brother of Bhau, and he 
clasped his arms around Bhau's body and declared that he would 
never let go his hold. Reasoning was of no avail, persuasion was 
useless, and so the police were called in to remove the intruder. State- 
ments had to be written out which caused delay, but after the necessary 
formalities had been attended to, the chief oflicer of the police ordered 
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the brother to release the boy. He refused to do so, and then the police- 
men themselves quickly loosed his hold and let go the boy, who ran 
like a deer to the shelter of the bungalow, after having been for three 
hours in the tight grasp of his brother. Bhau has had several later 
interviews with his friends, and various threats have been uttered, but 
after a month all is quiet, and the boy is steadily pursuing his studies 
in the school, in the expectation of being baptized hefore very long." 

A Contrast.— In our Report'f or 1890, Dr. Ballantine remarked:— 
** In almost every case where a giod house is provided, the result is 




CHOWDI. 



THE VILLAGE SCHOOL, IN A 

seen in a good school. In almost every place where the school is held 
under a tree, or in a chowdi (village rest-house), the opposite is the 
result." It often happens that where a school is started in a new 
village it must be held in the village chowdi^ as that is the only avail- 
able place. The inconvenience of such a place may be seen, with 
the help of a little imagination, in the above illustration. As the build- 
ing does not belong to us, it is not under our control. It is subject 
to perpetual intrusions from those who have a ** hereditary " and 
** inalienable" right to its occupation. Every traveller-inav find his 
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way here, and he spreads out his traps upon the floor, and cooks his 
meal without let or hindrance. Groups of men may be seated here 
«nd there, talking loudly and angrily, or perhaps smoking or playing 
<;ards, while the school children are crowded into one corner, trying 
ih vain to get their lessons. More likely than not there will be a 
grim idol, bedaubed with red paint, placed in front of the main 
entrance. The buffalo cow and her calf, that are seen standing quietly 
outside now, may sometimes be found inside the building as well, and 
the living creatures, in the shape of vermin of various sorts, usually 
abound in such places. It is a very difficult thing to transform 




A MISSION SCHOOL-HOUSE, 

such a place into a ** temple of learning." Proper order is impos- 
sible, and it is a very happy thing for the school and for the village 
when the missionary is able to erect a plain, neat building, like that 
in the second illustration, which he may call his own, and which may 
be used as a school-house during the week, and as a chapel on the 
Sabbath. Sometimes a teacher's house is added to it, and the whole 
establishment becomes a civilizing as well as a Christianizing agency 
in the village where it is located. We still have many schools in 
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chowdia which ought to be provided with better accomiuodations, and 
in many places the people are asking for schools where there is not 
even a decent chowdi in which to gather a school. There is a chance^ 
for indefinite enlargement of our work in this direction, and few lines^ 
of work promise richer results than that of our village school system . 

Village Schools at Sholapur. — Mr. Gates reports: — ''The 
village schools have not reached perfecdon, but theii; faces are in that 
direction. Their influence on the villagers can be seen, and by means 
of these schools we sometimes find the best boys in the most un- 
expected places. Two new village school-houses have been built during 
the year, and a third is nearly completed. There is urgent need of" 
two more at once. They will be built as soon as the land for them 
can be obtained." 

VI.— SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 

Synopsis. 

Number of Sunday Schools.. 121 [ Number of Christian pupils 1,442 
JSTumber of Teachers ... 206 | Whole number of pupils ... 4,791 

Sunday Schools at Ahmednagar. — Mr. Hume says: — " The^ 
Christian Sunday School in the first church in Ahmednagar has an 
attendance of about 425 teachers and pupils, in thirty-two classes. 
Part of the year at least fifteen Sunday Schools for non-Christians- 
with about 800 scholars, and at another part of the year eleven 
such Sunday Schools with about 600 scholars, were carried on in 
Ahmednagar in connection with the Christian Endeavor Society. 
In October, when Dr. Phillips, of the Indian Sunday School Union, 
visited the city, we had a gathering of some of these non-Christian 
Sunday Schools, when over 600 Hindu boys and girls came together 
in our church to recite verses, relate Scripture incidents, and sing 
Christian hymns. Those who were not familiar with our present 
Sunday School efforts were surprised at the gathering. If missionaries 
bad time and strength to look after such Sunday Schools they might be- 
multiplied indefinitely." 

Sunday Schools in the Eahuri District. — Dr. Ballantine 
writes : — " We have four very flourishing Sunday Schools. One in 
Pimpre is composed largely of high-caste Hindu children. We- 
have no school-house in the place. Usually exercises are held in a 
small hut where cattle are tied at night, or under a large tree. In the- 
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rainy season the school suffered much because of the dampness of the 
grouud in both places. Land for a school-house has been applied for, 
but we have not received it yet. The average attendance at this school^ 
which is held early in the morning, is thirty. A few years ago such 
a school as this would have been impossible. The Rahuri Sunday 
School has had a successful year. The international lessons have been 
used. Tatyaba, the leader of our Kirttan band, is our Superintendent, 
and he shews a great deal of interest and ability in his treatment of 
the lessons. The teacher's weekly class is always well attended." 

Sunday Schools in Bombay. — Miss Abbott writes : — " The Sun- 
day School at Seven Roads continues in good condition, with about fifty 
for average attendance. My teachers are devoted to their work, and only 
illness prevents their presence. One of them is a young man from 
our school who is now my brother^ s clerk. He has a large class of 
boys, and is able now to conduct the school and play on the baby organ 
when it is not possible for me to be present. As we leave the building, 
old men and young are waiting on the side- walk for papers in Marathi 
and English. Further down the street we pass a large mill where the 
men are then taking their noon rest. As soon as my carriage appears, a 
number are ready to receive a bundle of tracts or papers which I hand 
out to them. I go to the Ripon Road Sunday School on Sunday 
mornings at 7-30. The boys are greatly interested in their lessons, and 
their answers are as prompt and correct as those of any Christian 
school. That their belief is as firm, I also beheve. When they are 
older, who and what will shake their faith, who knows ? But this we 
know, that we are now in faith laying the foundations for their eternal 
salvation, for we are .trying to give them Christ Jesus. As prizes for 
good attendance, I gave these boys the pictures sent in rolls by a 
Sunday School in Hartford, Conn. Each picture was backed in cloth, 
mostly done by our Christian boys. A week or two afterwards I asked 
what had been done with the pictures, and all the boys answered that 
they had them hung up in their homes. What a contrast they must 
be to the surrounding darkness and dreariness ! — The Kamatipura 
School has a flourishing Sunday School connected with it. A few 
mornings ago I took my organ to teach them some hymns. I found 
the teacher had not yet come, but the boys were all sitting quietly, 
as to their bodies^ but singing most lustily a favorite hymn on Salvation^ 
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while the eldest boy was beating time. It is wonderful how quickly 
these boys have learned order and how to sing, for on the first Sunday- 
School day there was only a squirming, disorderly class, with a medley 
bf discordant voices. I do not often visit this school, but it is in the 
hands of the teacher and of one of our preachers who is quite competent 
to carry it on. In the compound of the Victoria Technical Institute 
a Sunday School is carried on among the employ^. The teacher is 
a graduate of our school, who is now clerk in the Secretariat. He is 
most faithful to his little flock. The Mazagon Sunday School has had 
but little attention this year owing to the fewness of our number. 
However, it has gone on under the day-teacher and the papers for it 
are regularly supplied. At the last quarterly meeting of our church, 
three of the Hindu schools met with us. It was a very interesting 
occasion. '** 

A Sunday School Mass Meeting. — Mr. Abbott says: — ** Sunday 
School work is bound to come more and more into prominence as one 
of the most effective of evangelistic agencies. The establishment of a 
Sunday School Union for India, with Dr. J. L. Phillips as Secretary, 
and with branches of the Union in each of the Presidencies, has placed 
the Sunday School movement on a new basis, and the outlook for it is 
most encouraging. In October, during the days of prayer for Sunday 
Schools, a mass meeting was held in one of the large churches, at which 
about a thousand Christian and non-Christian children were present. 
Siich a company of children was a grand sight, and filled every beholder 
with enthusiasm. Hii^du children can be made as enthusiastic scholars 
as Christian children, and it will take a great deal of the opposite 
teaching to root out the pleasure they in after life will feel in gathering 
with Christians in their religious services." 

Sunday Schools at Satara. — Mr. Bruce writes : — " The Sunday 
School in connection with the church at Satara has been under my 
care. The attendance is somewhat less than it was some years ago, as a 
large class of heathen boys has passed away, and their places have not 
been filled by others. The attendance varies a good deal with the 
different seasons, but the average for the year has been 85. For the 
Christian community especially we think the past year's work has been 
very profitable. The pupils, old and young, have manifested a great 
deal of interest in the lessons. One reason for this is that during the 
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.year we have had the ^ Bible Pictures,^ published in Providence, E. I., 
-ind illustrative of each Sabbath's lessons. These pictures are colored, 
-imd are on sheets three feet by two feet, and some of tliem are artistically 
very beautiful. They come in rolls, one roll for each quarter, and 
while they add interest to each Sabbath's lesson, they are especially 
valuable in the Qmrterli/ Review, There are two or three other Sunday 
Schools carried on in different places by our Christian young men." 

In the Wai District. — Mrs. Sibley says: — '* Three Sunday 
Schools, two at Wai and a small one at Bhuinj, have been maintained 
throughout the year.*' 

Sunday Schools at Sholapur.— Mr. Gates says :— " Sunday 
School work has advanced during the year, and there are now eight 
Sunday Schools held regularly in different places in Sholapur. Also 
in nearly every village where there is a mission agent, one or more 
Sunday Schools are carried on. One teacher alone keeps up three. 
This seems to be a very hopeful branch o£ our work, and it helps to 
interest and draw out our agents. Some who are not mission agents 
have done valuable work in this line. In non- Christian Sunday 
Schools, pictures of almost any kind (not bad) are very helpful. 
Friends, and specially Children's Missionary Societies in America, I 
think, would be very glad, if asked, to cut out pictures for this purpose 
and send to missionaries. I have been favored in this way, and am 
hoping for more favors of a similar kind. Almost any boy or girl will 
come to Sunday School if there is hope of getting a picture." 

VII.— THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY, 

The Chapin Home.^Mr. Hume says : — ** In this institution for 
training Christian women into ways of supporting themselves and of 
doing Christian work, there have been seven women. Two of these are 
from Lalitpur, the home missionary field of the Bombay Church. There 
is no missionary in that district, and no women who have been trained 
in Christian institutions. It is hoped that when thoRe women, who 
are being taught to read and to sew, and tidy housekeeping and the 
Bible, and to see the working of many Christian iostitutions, return to 
their distant homes, they will be very helpfal to their countrywomen. 
Other inmates of the Home are learning reading, sewing, the Bible, 
• and earn part of their support by their work.'' 

The Cholera Epidemic. — Mr. Fairbank writes : — " Cholera has 
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l>een in our commoaity in former years, but never at a time 
when we were here ourselves. Consequently Mrs. Fairbank and 
myself had an opportunity to study very closely this dread disease. 
Jt is truly a terrible disease. Its presence in any community paralyses 
all activity and fills every one with a nameless dread. Hindus are 
very superstitious in connection with this disease. In Dedgaw an 
epidemic broke out. The teacher living there was supplied with- 
Perry Davis's Painkiller and pills of camphor, nitre and opium. He 
had wonderful success in curing cholera, and the Hindus as well 
as Christians came for medicine. But when the epidemic did not 
abate, the Hindus were to have a procession in honor of Mari A-i, 
the ' Death Mother,' and pour water on her image in the temple 
outside of the town. After the procession was over the Hindus refused 
to take medicines, fearing the vengeance of the goddess. From 
that time those attacked by the malady did not recover. Over fifty 
deaths occurred in that little village." 

The "Lend a Hand" Society of Bombay. — Miss Millard writes: — 
*' This society is the medium through which the girls of the boarding 
department do all their missionary work. As schoolgirls they have not 
much time for actual work, and most of them being very poor can give^ 
but little ; nevertheless they have accomplished considerable good this 
year. The society is held every Sabbath at half-past one for an hour, 
at which time we have some special subject up for consideration, or, as- 
sometimes is the case, we have visitors — missionaries returning home 
from different parts of the v^orld, or tourists who are interested to look 
into our work. From these friends we get most interesting accounts 
of mission work in other lands, or descriptions of the countries and 
people. Many of these friends have become honorary members of 
the society, which means a rupee in our treasury and a letter once a 
year. Often these kind friends send contributions to swell our treasury,, 
thus enabling the society to do more good than it otherwise could. 
The hour is often spent in reading such letters which prove most pro- 
fitable and helpful. The girls sometimes earn extra amounts by 
piling wood or in some other such way, and have gone without meat 
one day in the week for some time, thus making their own contribution. 
The first of January they held their annual meeting, at which time 
•they voted ten rupees of the money they had collected to go to Mrs.. 
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R. A. Hume toward the support of a little girl from Lalitpur. A 
donation was given to the work in Roha ; one to Worli ; one sum was 
to be laid by, as they have done every year, toward the furnishing of 
tlie new church when it shall be built ; and one was sent to England 
to help a poor widow woman in whom the girls had become much 
interested through letters sent to their society. It may be of interest 
to kqow that one of our girls is supported by the Girls' Missionary 
Society in Smyrna : thus we are all doing foreign missionary work, 
though in the midst of it." 

Raghoba the Leper. — Mr. Bruce says : — "In our previous 
reports I have several times mentioned Raghoba the leper who lives 
in a village near Medha. It is eleven years since he and two other 
persons from his village were received into the church, and owing ta 
death and removals he is the only Christian remaining there. He haa 
become very much weakened by his terrible disease, and is able to walk 
only a few rods at a time.. He lives alone in a little hut not more 
than six feet square, situated some distance from his neighbors. His. 
poor body is in a fearfully diseased and loathesome condition, but he 
is one of the brightest Christians that I ever met. His face fairly 
sliines with the love of Christ. He possesses a remarkably contented 
spirit, and I will venture to say that, notwithstanding his physical 
condition, he is the happiest man in all the Vena valley. Raghoba 
cannot read, he never learned letters, and yet I have often wondered 
^t his apprehension of spiritual truth. His communion is with the 
spiritual world, Christ is his teacher, and the Holy Spirit is his en- 
lightener ; hence he has proved a more apt pupil than many of his more 
favored brethren who are able to read the precious Word. With 
rJuch an indwelling of the spirit it is impossible that he should remain 
Avitliout witnessing for that Saviour who is so precious to him. I have- 
many times seen him surrounded with a little company of his people, 
and heard him set forth the simple truths of the Gospel, and plead 
with them in a way that surprised me. He has some picture books 
representing scenes in the life of Christ, which he uses as texts as he 
tries to impress their truths upon his hearers. His whole life is a 
witness for Christ, and I have no doubt that its influence will somo 
iime be powerfully felt among his neighbours, perhaps after he himself 
has passed away. A few weeks ago I went to Raghoba's villagok 
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unexpectedly to him, and yisited him in his solitude. His countenance- 
told of some unusual suffering, but he met me in his usually cheerful^ 
manner. In answer to my inquiries he related to me an experience 
^idiich reminds one of Old Testament scenes in the times of Abrahant 
and Jacob. He told me that he was taken violently ill one night, and 
thoughhe shouted to his neighbours he could not rouse them from their 
sleep. He then got up and attempted to go to their houses, but ip 
the darkness he took the wrong road and went some distance into a. 
field. Dizziness came upon him and he fell down there. When some- 
iThat recovered he found his way back to his hut, but fell down, un- 
conscious, outside the door. Here he lay until morning, when his- 
friends came and found him. But while he lay there he had a ^ dream 
Trhich gave him great comfort. He saw two angels coming to him 
with smiling countenances and garments of dazzling whiteness. They 
spoke to him and said, ' Raghoba, do not fear, and do not be troubled 
because the Missionary Saheb and brethren of the church are so far 
away and cannot come to you now. We are here, and we will take 
care of you, and after you are through with this life you will have an 
everlasting life of happiness in heaven I ' One of the greatest causes- 
of anxiety with these isolated Christians is tlie thought that when they 
die there may be no one present of their own religion to bury them^ 
and I have no doubt that Raghoba had partaken somewhat of this 
fear. But now his fears were all gone. He was no longer troubled 
because all his Christian friends were so far away, and he is cheerfully 
waiting for his Saviour to take him home. I have often looked With 
admiration upon the heavenly spirit of Raghoba, notwithstanding the 
repulsiveness of the body in which it is enclosed, but now I felt like 
reverencing one whom, in his distress, the angels were commissioned' 
to care for and serve. For, whether we regard this as ' simply a dream ' 
or a * real experience,' it must have been sent by a loving Father to 
comfort his stricken child in his lonely situation." 

Christian Children in Government Schools. — Mr. Bruce says :— 
•' In a scattered Christian community it often happens that the children 
of Christians have no Christian school that they can attend, and it seems 
best, for the time being, that they should attend the Government 
school in the village where they reside. Thus the question often 
Arises whether they will be allowed to attend Government schools on. 
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equal terms with the other children of the village. A strongly contest- 
ed case has occurred in the Satara district during the last year. At 
Rahimatpur our two preachers each had a boy of suitable age to. 
attend school, and during the rainy season they commenced sending 
them to the village school. An 3xcitement was raised at once by the 
teachers of the school, and the Hindu boys were told that they 
must not touch or sit beside the Christian boys, or they would be 
defiled. So it happened that the same boys who had, up to that time, 
been accustomed to play with the Christian boys in the streets with- 
out restriction, were told 'n the sohool-room that they would be 
polluted if they sat beside their former playmates. As the facts were 
reported to me from time to time, I referred the question to the 
Deputy Educational Inspector, who kindly called to see me twice on 
the subject. He had written to the Chairman of the Rahimatpur Mu- 
. nicipality, and the Chairman had replied that he was willing that the 
Christian boys should attend the school, but that they must sit a little 
distance from the other boys. The Deputy asked me if I would be 
satisfied with that arrangement. I replied that I thought it would 
be au insults It would be an insult to every European in India. It 
would be an insult to the Queen- Empress of India to have those pro- 
fessing her religion thus publicly declared to be so defiled that a 
Hindu boy could not sit near them ! The Deputy soon afterwards 
weat to Rahimatpur and a conference was held with a large number of 
the most prominent citizens. The Deputy and one or two others did 
their best to show the people the absurdity of their position, but it was 
all in vain. In the meantime many of the Hindu boys left the school, 
until only about one fourth of the original number remained. At 
about this time the Assistant Collector visited the schooL and learnino- 
the facts he wrote very strongly in condemnation of the action of the 
teachers in the * Visitors' Book.' A few days later the Collector 
himself was there, and seeing what his Assistant had ^vritten, he- sent 
me a copy of it, and asked my opiuion in regard to the affair. I 
wrote him giving at length the history of the case. Some of the people 
of the city had sent a petition to the Director of Public Instruction, 
and about the time that the Collector was at Rahimatpur, the Educa- 
tional Inspector from Poena called on me to inquire as to the ^ actual 
facts.' After giving the history of the case, I told the Inspector tliafc 
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I only claimed for our Christian children that they shonld be allowed 
to attend Government schools on eqnal terms with other children. 
That they had done so for years at the High School in Satara, and in 
many other places. That if they could not be allowed to attend the 
school at Rahimatpur on those terms, I had only one alternative — I 
could not allow them to attend the school at all. The Inspector replied 
that I was 'quite right.' That he would see the "school 'emptied* 
before he would yield the point. A few days later I learned that the 
Deputy Inspector had again been to Rahimatpur, and that two of the 
teachers of the school had been dismissed, while the head master had 
been transferred to another place, and that his pay had been very 
greatly reduced. We were very thankful that all the authorities who 
were cognizant of this affair most cordially sustained us in the position 
we had assumed in the beginning, that our Native Christians have 
equal rights with other citizens." 

Hope for the Future. — ^Mr. Gates writes : — "A curious incident 
occurred in Sholapur recently which reveals a distant gleam of hope 
for our Christian community. Some of our boys have had work at 
various times in the printing presses in the city. One boy wished to 
get permanent work there. He was told that he could not be employed 
because of his low-caste origin ; but he received the comforting assurance 
that there would be no objection to giving work to such boys of the 
/ourth generation. Query — Had the speaker read Gen. xv. 16 and 
Ex. XX. 5?" 

VIII.— THE NON-CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY. 

Is there any Progress ? — Three Pictures. — Mr. Bruce writes: — 
*'The missionary who is acquainted with his field sees many signs of 
progress which it is impossible to represent in statistical tables. 
When few actual conversions are reported the question is often asked. 
What are the results of the labors of the year, or the decade, or, it 
may be, of a longer period ? In one of our church prayer-meetings 
recently. Rev. Kassimbhai spoke upon this subject, and in illustration 
of the indirect influences of our work he presented three pictures, some- 
what as follows : (1) In the village of K. many years ago the people 
were very bitter in their hatred of the missionaries, and when- Rev. 
Mr. Wood went there on one of his tours there was a serious riot, in 
which the missionary was stoned. (2) At a later period, when I 
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began visiting that village there was -no sign of public disturbance, but 
the people appeared very sullen^&ndL it was impossible to gather an 
audience to listen to our preaching. (3) On a recent tour we visited 
that same village, but were surprised and pleased with the reception 
which was given us. After pitching our tent we went into the prin- 
cipal street to preach to the people, who gathered around us in large 
numbers. The patil and other chief men were present, and all lis- 
tened eagerly to the truth. We remained for a long time, but the 
people showed no signs of weariness. It seemed a great contrast 
with our reception here a few years ago. — This is but a sample of 
what we see all about us. We cannot point to a single convert from 
the village of K., but the results of our efforts are seen in the changed 
Mtitude of the people toward us and toward the message which we 
bring to them. Whole communities are feeling the influences of the 
Gospel, and we believe that the time is not far distant when whole com- 
munities will forsake their idol-gods and turn to the living God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ," 

A Temperance Episode. — Mr. Bruce says : — " The village of 
Arale is situated about six miles from Satara, on the direct road to 
the railway station. As people are constantly passing in going to 
and from the station, it has been a coveted location for a country 
liquor shop, and a few months ago an attempt was made to establish 
one there. Without a note of warning the people of Arale awoke 
one morning to find a liquor shop already established and in full blast. 
They felt scandalized by it and greatly depressed, believing it to be 
ruinous to the welfare of their hitherto quiet village. But supposing 
that it was established by order of the paternal Government of India 
for the sake of increasing the revenue, they saw no way but that they 
must submit to the nuisance, or be regarded as disloyal subjects of the 
Queen. When our Christian preacher, Vithoba, who lives in the 
neighboring village of Wadut, heard what had happened, he went over 
to Arale and found the people greatly distressed. He told them that 
it was not the intention of Government to place liquor shops where -the 
people objected to have them, and if they really did not want this one, 
then they should get up a petition to have it removed, and let all the 
principal men in the village sign it. They were greatly cheered by 
this, and they begged Vithoba to take the lead in the matter. A 
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petition was accordingly prepared, -and was most entbosiastically signed 
by more than a hundred of the best pipple of both villages. Moreover,, 
they published a decree that if any person living in their village was 
seen to go into the liquor shop he should be excommumcated from caste ; 
and watchmen were stationed near the place, day and night, to see if any- 
one actually did go there. When the petition was ready, a goodly 
number of the most influential citizens came with Vithoba to present 
it to the Collector. The Collector was very much surprised to see that 
there was so much opposition to the saloon, as it had been supposed 
that there was no objection to it when the license was given. He told 
the petitioners that he would attend to the matter at once, and that 
same day he personally visited Arale to examine the place and inquira 
what was the mind of the citizens. He afterwards issued orders that 
the saloon should be closed within a certain limited period. The 
people of both villages were greatly rejoiced at this result, and they 
are very grateful to our Cliristians for the help they have given in the^ 
matter. Even those who opposed us and did everything in their 
power to prevent our getting houses there for our Christian helpers ta 
live in, now acknowledge their mistake. The Inamdar (principal 
landowner), who declared that he would spend his whole fortune 
but he would drive the Christians out of hia village, has now bbcome 
friendly, and he came to Vithoba and asked to be allowed to sign the 
petition. Thus in various ways the influence of the Christians i& 
extending among the people. A Hindu gentleman, resident in a city 
twenty miles from Satara, on learning of the success of the Arale 
case, was heard to say with a good deal of enthusiasm : ' If the 
Christians will only help me, I will obtain signatures from whole streets 
of people to a petition for the removal of the dram-shops from the 
cityof Wai.'" 

A Case of Horrible Torture. — Mr. Gates writes :— ** During a 
brief tour in the Mogalai some things came to my notice which it 
would be well for those to examine in detail who think that the people 
of this country are well enough off without Christianity. On what 
seemed to me a groundless suspicion of theft, four men were arrested 
and most inhumanly tortiu-ed for several days. Severe beating, and 
putting red-pepper juice into the eyes and other tender parts of the 
body, were mild forms of punishment compared with others which 
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cannot be mentioned. One man lay at the" point of death for some 
days, but th^ policemen would not allow me to see him. Two women 
were arrested also and treated worse in some respects. The chief 
officer of the district — a Hindu — promises to investigate the case, but, 
so far as I have learned, he failed to do so, and my reporting the case 
only led to further cruelties. The officers said that such cruelties 
were openly practised by native policemen, even in British territory.'* 

IX.— WORK AMONG WOMEN. 

Summary of Bible-women's Work. — The following table gives 
a summary of Bible-women's work, showing that they have preached 
8,402 times to audiences numbering in the aggregate 74,581 persons. 
The three Bible-women at Rahuri have been employed mostly in 
teaching the women, and their reports are not included here. 
Statistics of Bible-women's Wark for the Year 1891. 





Number 
of 


Number of 
times 




AUDIRNCBS. 




DISTRICTS. 










Bible-women. 


Preached. 


Men. 


Women. 


Total. 


Bombay 


Six 


2,553 


2,781 


11,190 


13.971 


Ahmednagar 


Six 


546 


1,968 


4,675 


6,643 


Wadale 


Five 


971 


3,"9 


7,344 


10,463 


Kolgaw 


Two 


462 


1,113 


3,356 


4,469 


Parner & Jambgaw. . 


Three ... 










Sirur— 


Seven ... 


l,2l8 


1,606 


9,194 


10,800 


Sataia & Wai 


Two 


525 


1,137 


2,357 


3»494 


Skolapur 


Five 


2,127 


10,486 


14,255 


24,741 


Total 


36 


S402 


22,210 


52,371 


74,581 



Christian Women at Ahmednagar. — Mrs. Bissell writes : — 
*' Work among the Christian women in this city has been continued 
much as usual^ — the class for instruction in the Bible and other sub- 
jects three times a week, the weekly prayer meeting, and the monthly 
meeting specially for mothers. The Bible examinations in March and 
October have become a permanent feature of women's work, and is 
one of the most helpful we have. The interest awakened among those 
who cannot read even, and their desire to prepare a part at lea^t of the 
lesson, are most encouraging. In February a sort of Sunday School band 
was formed among the women. Two and two they pledged themselves 
to go out on Sundays into the byways and highways, and hold a Sun- 
day School of women^ men and children, whomsoever they could secure, 
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taking- as a theme our own Sunday School lesson which would have 
been explained to them in the morning. They were to teach the golden 
texts and distribute cards and leaflets occasionally. Some of the older 
schoolgirls have accompanied these women to help in the singing, and 
at the same time take lessons in the work themselves. There were 
six such schools started at first, but owing to some of the women 
having removed from the city, there are now at the close of the year 
but four. We hope to have the others arranged for soon, however. 
They are among our hopeful agencies for good. The night school, 
commenced this year for servants and day-laborers who had jio 
opportunities for learning in their early years, has proved very useful. 
It has been very well sustained thus far. The teaciher who has 
volunteered his services is a colporteur for the Tract Society, and gives 
his evenings to this work as his effort in behalf of the Christian 
Endeavor Society, to which he belongs." 

Visits to the Homes of High-School Boys, Ahmednagar. — 
Mrs. Smith writes : — "On the 12th of June, sQon after our return from 
the hills, Miss Nugent and I began our work for the mothers and 
sisters of our high-caste boys. Though sure of a hearty reception in 
many homes if our object had been simply friendly visiting, we were 
not so sure how the Gospel message would be received. Gradually, 
however, we found an entrance into one home after another, and met 
with a much more friendly reception than we had expected. In 
almost every case we found that better acquaintance seemed to remove 
any little suspicion or shyness that we had noticed in our earlier 
visits." 

Interruptions. — '* This work among heathen women is always 
interrupted by every heathen festival, and we have lost much time in 
this way. The women go to the temples, and are besides engaged in 
religious ceremonies, or in preparing special kinds of food required at 
such times, so that it is almost impossible to get a quiet hour with 
them. Sickness in our own family for more than a month made an- 
other break, and our October meetings with our Native Christians 
caused another short interruption. With these exceptions the work 
went on regularly till the end of the year." 

Our Method. — '* We usually begin in each house by singing a 
kymn to some native air, and often find this the most effective way 
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of interesting the women. Then we talk a little about what we have 
Sling, and afterwards read or tell some story from the Bible, or occasion- 
ally talk with them of their daily life, their aims and hopes, telling 
them of God and Heaven and trying to get nearer to them, beginning 
on such ground as we all hold in common ; for they, in theory at least, 
acknowledge the one true God and our duty to Him, though they so 
grossly neglect it in practice; and we often find, especially when singing, 
that the words seem to strike an answering chord in their hearts/' 

A Hearty Response. — ** In one house, not long since, we had 
finished our talk and were about to take leave, when an aged woman- 
came in. She was evidently a respected friend, and as soon as she was - 
seated they told her what we had been doing. I was struck as soon 
as she entered by her pleasant face, and I stayed a little longer, hoping 
to get acquainted with her. She asked us to sing one more hymn and 
we sung *Seek the Sadguru' (the good Teacher), in which the 
need of a Saviour and the vanity of works of merit are set forth. 
She listened attentively, and, when we had finished, said : 'We talk 
of castes and of creeds, but see ! they have come across the wide ocean, 
they are of a different nation, of a different creed, and they speak a 
different language, and yet those words they have sung touch our 
hearts ; they are an exact expression of our experience. These are 
Christian hymns, but our hearts assent to their truth, even while we 
observe all these differences.' Such words as these make us long for 
them to be all one with us in Christ, in outward confession as well 
as in heart." 

An Eager Listener. — *'One young Brahman woman, with a 
sweet, pleasant face, watches for our arrival at a house not far from 
her own, and, coming in softly, sits down in some quiet corner and 
listens with great attention. We visit the *wada' (court) in which 
she Hves, but her friends will not allow her to listen there." 

The Power of a Hindu God.—*' Another Brahman woman, not 
of one of the families connected with our school, invited us to her 
house and has been very friendly. She is devoted to the Hindu gods, 
and one day, after we had been speaking of God's greatness, she begaa 
to tell of the power one of their gods possessed of revealing himself at 
all times and in all places, and how he had eluded a worshipper by 
constantly appointing a new place of meeting. Then I spoke to her 
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of our God who never deceives. With a bright flush on her check 
she replied, *You must not dishonor our gods.' A friend sitting 
near said to her, ' You must not be angry ; you yourself told the story 
•of our god. The Madam Saheb has said nothing about your gods. 
She has only told you that the one true God never deceives.' She 
seemed softened by this, and as it was time to go we san,i>- a hymn. 
As we took leave she said, * Come often ; I am anxious that we should 
be friends. But do not speak of religion ; I cannot bear it.' We 
explained that we were sent with the message of God's love, that 
many were willing to hear it, and that we coald not come where it 
was rejected, but promised that we shoulH often think of her and pray 
for her even if we could not see her. She seemed troubled when we 
could not promise to continue our visits, and would not let us go till 
we had promised to come at least once more. After a rather longer 
interval than usual we went again, and sang and talked as usual then 
and on several later visits. The last time we were there I thought 
she listened with much less indifference than usual." 

A Brahman Widow. — " A Brahman widow met us at a friend's 
house and asked us to come to see her. We have been there several 
times. She and her elder sister seem to listen with real interest to 
the Bible stories. Quite a number of women always gather at her 
house and we enjoy our meetings there. We meet her on the street, 
and she always asks, ' When are you coming again ? ' and is never 
satisfied unless we. say within a week." 

Discouragements. — " We have our discouragements, too, for in 
one or two houses the women seem indifferent, though they listen 
politely to all we say. In one bouse only, where the grandmother is 
a very strict Hindu, we were on more than one occasion treated rather 
coldly, and thought we had better not go again ; but she seemed to 
repent of her conduct afterwards, and has several times sent to ask us 
to come, but as yet we have not been able to do so." 

The Visiting Roll. — '* We have on our list 22 families, of whom 
.16 are Brahmans, 3 Kasars, 2 Mahrattas, and 1 Pardeshi. These 
are as many as we have time to visit regularly in addition to our other 
duties. The number of families reached, however, is. much larger than 
the number of names on our list, as we frequently meet in one house 
many of the women living in the same court or in the neighboring 
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-courts. We have made in all 106 visits (exclusive of cases where 
the women were out or unable to receive us) and have met an aggregate 
of 509 women. In some houses only two or three come together, but 
•occasionally we have more than twenty. Miss Nugent has charge of 
the knitting and needlework, and some of the women are doing very 
well indeed. A few of our women can read, but very few of those who 
cannot are willing to learn. We hope by degi-ees to induce some of 
the younger women to begin. So this work, entered upon with much 
misgiving, more as a duty than because of any special attraction to it, 
has proved a great joy to us, notwithstanding many interruptions and 
drawbacks. In many homes the women are prejudiced, and we have 
to be very careful, while trying to deliver our message faithfully, to 
do it with much love.'' 

Teaching Music. — "During the past year Miss Nugent has 
done a great deal to improve the singing in the High School. Teach- 
ing Hindu boys to sing is no easy task, but we notice a marked 
improvement, and our Christian boys, most of whom come from 
distant places and have no home here, spend a pleasant hour with us 
every Sabbath evening, singing English hymns." 

Work among Women at Rahuri. — Mrs. Ballantine writes :— 
''In this department of work we have had unusual encouragement 
this year. Daily teaching is the work which we find pays best among 
women whose untrained minds cannot retain and think over a mere 
talk, however good and to the point that talk may be. The number 
of women who have regularly gathered for instruction in Rahuri has 
more than doubled of late. Several Kunabi women are among them. 
'One of the attractions is having a little sewing prepared for each. 
Some of the most hopeless pupils have learned their verses very well 
and have given their attention to all required of them. One woman 
(a Hindu before her marriage, two years ago) has walked from her 
village, two miles away, bringing her baby ; and even through the rainy 
season, when the river was high, she walked through it, holding the 
baby on her head to keep it dry. As we would expect, the improvement 
of such women is very marked. The last two years it has been our aim 
to change the situaticn of teachers whose wives were backward and bring 
them to work nearer the central station, so that the women could have 
the advantages of instruction and thus increase their usefulness." 
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Bible-women in Bombay. — Miss Abbott writes : — '* The work 
of the past year has been encouraging. I have had four workers all 
the year and a fifth since August. The work is still the work of three, 
for the two additional women are companions of those I have formerly 
employed, but the work is better done and more places visited. Two 
women together can go into places where one alone cannot go. The 
suburb, of Parol, the city, the wards of Chinchpoogli, Mazagon, Seven 
Roads, Kamatipura, and Bellasis Road, are being visited by the women. 
There is another district, that of my Ripon Road School, for which 
I need two women. I hope I have already received an appropriation 
for these. My part in this work has been greatly decreased this year 
for want of time and strength, but I feel assured that my workers have 
increased in enthusiasn^ and faithfulness. One of the women has 
received a medical training in the hospital, and she is doing good work 
by giving advice to the Hindu women she visits. She says if she had 
medicines with her, she could greatly increase her opportunities for 
telling of the Great Healer. The women have been met with indifference 
many times, but only once with hostility, A man drove two of them 
out of his house and down into the streets, threatening them with 
the police if they ever came to teach the women again. With very 
few exceptions, the women are everywhere friendly and cordial. 
At one house I asked a woman if she believed Christ to be her only 
Saviour. Her face lit up as she answered : * Yes, I believe it. These 
good women have been telling me so for two years ; why should I 
not believe them ? ' Many say they only worship their idols now as a 
form when their husbands or male relatives are about. ' We women are 
not afraid of each other ; we know the idols are false/ Other women 
seem more bigoted than ever — at least they are more argumentative. 
"No doubt they are incited by their husbands. One man, who has been 
very bitter against our work in his family, is now sending his boy to 
our school, and has sent me a large tray of flowers, frcdt, and cake, with 
the compliments of the Christmas season. Truly the love of Christ is 
breaking down the strongholds. But the strongholds will never be 
possessed by the Prince of Peace until the Holy Spirit manifests Him- 
self in the hearts of these people. Pray for us that the Holy Spirit 
may have entrance," 

The Work of Christian Women, Bombay.— Miss Abbott 
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Tfrites: — "The first half of the year the Dorcas Society was under 
my care. The attendance was still larger than last year, and the work 
was of material help to the boys in the dormitory. The Wednesday 
prayer meeting has had a large attendance throughout the year, and 
the women have taken increased interest in Bible study. The first 
Wednesday of the month the mothers' meeting is held, when babies 
and little children are a prominent part of the audience. The money 
raised by the weekly offerings has been given to the Koha and Lalitpur 
work, and the remaining portion devoted to the needs of the poor and 
afflicted women of our community. Our young men are marrying and 
their wives are proving a fresh and brightening element in our meetings. 
Some are desirous of work to help out the meagre salaries of their 
husbands, and others are making comfortable homes for them. The 
spirit of love and harmony has for the most part pervaded the women 
of our church, but there have been one or two hard experiences which 
have taken patience and faith to deal with. The loving helpfulness of 
some of my native sisters has carried many a burden for me and 
smoothed many a difficult path. Two women who have been long 
estranged from the church have come back penitent and changed. 
There have been cases of illness and peculiar trial among the women 
which it would have been impossible to relieve but for the generosity 
of a dear friend in America." 

Conference for Bible Study. — ^Miss Abbott says : — '* In July 
we held a ten days' session of Bible Study, in which we were joined by 
the other missions. Although held in the midst of our heaviest rains, 
the number of women was unexpectedly large, and the interest and 
enthusiasm continued to the end. The native pastors of the different 
missions gave us their time and thought, and the missionary ladies 
closed each session by a helpful talk. This was but an experiment, 
but it proved that a training class for Bible-women would be an 
invaluable aid in our work. No lady here has time enough now to 
take up such a work, but if at any time it can be undertaken, it will 
have the support of nearly every mission." 

A Female Medical Student,— Miss Abbott writes :— " One of 
the Christian young wives in Roha has now been six months in the 
Cama Hospital in medical training. She has successfully passed her first 
examination, and in six months more hopes to go back to her village 
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prepared for work among women. Her medical knowledge, we hope, 
will give her an entrance into homes where now there is but cruel 
misery." 

Work in Worli. — Miss Millard writes : — *' The work in Worli 
has not grown during the year as we longed to have it, but it has not 
been at a standstill by any means, and perhaps much more has been 
done than now appears to us. It has been a year of waiting and 
watching for an opportunity to open our little school there again, but 
though Zanabai and I have made repeated efforts to gain their consent 
to come, we have as yet been unsuccessful. Some have expressed a 
willingness to send their children if others would, while others have 
not hesitated to say that they were not willing their children should 
come. Zanabai and her family have continued to live in Worli 
though there has been no school, and we think it quite remarkable 
that she has had access to many of the houses from which the children 
formerly came, and even to some who were more outspoken against our 
school. She has done faithful work in going from home to home as a 
Bible-woman, and has had many opportunities to become acquainted 
with the people in the village which she would never have had merely 
as a teacher in the school. Our first convert from there, Umabai, is 
still faithful, and is very useful as a companion to Zanabai as she goes 
out to her daily visiting. It would be neither wise nor safe for her to go 
around alone, and this old woman is just the one for such a position. 
I, too, go as often as possible, but this year much of our work has 
had to be left to our native helpers with our oversight. Many of the 
people are quite friendly in a quiet way, but they are so afraid of what 
others will say that they sometimes do not speak to us, or appear 
unkind when at heart they really feel friendly. There are others, 
fearless and very friendly, who do not hesitate to go to Zanabai's 
house to sit and talk with her. Many houses have been visited 
regularly, and I hope that a great deal of precious seed has been sown 
in their hearts. A great deal of good has been done by having a 
little medicine in hand to give in cases of sickness. A cool head, with 
a httle knowledge of how to give a dose of quinine or of fever mixture, 
has won many hearts and found us some firm friends. We find Pain- 
killer and St. Jacob's Oil indispensable remedies, and the people havfe 
"unbounded faith in them. As our house is right on the street^ 
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people often drop in for a few moments, and, it has come to be quite a 
resting-place for market-women as they go by with loads of vege- 
tables, eggs, or fish on their heads, or as they return with their empty 
baskets. Scarcely a day goes by in which Zanabai has not opportu- 
nity to talk to such groups of women, thus reaching the low castes, 
the working people, as well as the higher castes in their homes." 

A Sad Case. — ** In October last another woman of good caste 
came to us to be taken in, and who can resist such cries for help even 
though they do not know where the support is to come from ? This 
woman is now helping with the cooking in our girls' boarding school. 
She is a young woman with a very sad story, — the story like that of 
many another child-widow who never had a kind word or the least 
encouragement to keep her from a life of sin. She was more sinned 
against than sinning, and when her brothers kicked her out of the 
house, she crawled to Zanabai's door early one morning before day- 
light and begged to be taken in. For three or four days she 
•wao cared for, until her brothers found out where she was and 
tried to get hold of her, as they said, to beat the life out of her. 
Zanabai came hurrying to me to see if I would take her in, for 
•she said, * I cannot keep her any longer in my house, for her brothers 
will kill her if they get hold of her.' I could not think of taking 
her into the boarding school with our Christian girls, and what to do 
with her was a most perplexing question. I tried to make arrange - 
iiaents to put her into some good place, but all fell through, and as she 
must be saved I took her in. It was just as Zanabai and my matron 
were going to Ahmednagar to the annual meeting ; and if I took her, 
there would be no one but myself to watch her and care for her. There 
was nothing else to be done, however, so I took her in, putting her in 
a half-storey room over the kitchen, with our first convert, poor old 
Umabai, to keep her company. As I put her in the room she drew 
a long sigh of relief at being in a safe place, and she has not once made 
me sorry that I took her, or given me one moment's anxiety. She 
wanted to live aright, and now that she has an opportunity she will. 
"She is most faithful and grateful, and tries so hard to learn all that we 
undertake to teach her. She is asking to join the church now, and I 
have already spoken to the pastor about it. Though ignorant, she ia 
certainly trying to live like a Christian to the best of her ability. Oni 
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of our great needs is a house for such women, a place where we can put 
them and feel that they will be safely and wisely cared for, A lady 
with one or two good native helpers would soon find her hands full in 
caring for such cases. We come across them in the hospitals and' 
various other places, but we know not what to do for them, for w& 
have no place to put them ; then, too, we have no funds for such cases > 
and it is always a serious question, if we take them, how they arfr 
to be supported. Unless kind friends come to our relief, it is generally 
out of our own pockets, as is the case with our first woman from 
Worli, who has had to be supported these two years now. Shall we 
refuse to take and to help such cases, or shall we have faith and trust 
to the help afterward ?/' 

Work in Parel. — Miss Millard writes : — **Miss Lyman's depar- 
ture for home necessitated my taking charge of this work, but it was 
not to be expected that I could visit there as she had done, or do it 
the justice it deserved. The school has gone on much as usual, and 
the teachers have been most faithful. The numerous Hindu festivals 
have interfered with the attendance somewhat, but that is always to be 
counted upon. The usual inspection occurred in December and was 
quite satisfactory. The annual prize-giving, too, was a pleasant little 
occasion which passed off well. Miss Lyman did regular work in 
house-to-house visiting up to the time of her sailing, and* the Bible- 
women have continued their regular work there since." 

At Satara. — Mrs. Bruce writes : — "Besides my ordinary work 
among the women, I have superintended the Station School in our 
compound and another school in the city. I was in the city recei^tly 
on one of my afternoons devoted to visiting, when a Brahman pleader 
with whom we had had some dealings, came up behind me, and calling 
out my name, respectfully said : ' My house is close by.' I followed 
him accordingly, and was introduced to his mother and brother's wife. 
These women and others in an adjoining room listened to me in a dazed 
sort of way, for I venture to say that the Gospel message was quite new 
to them. As the conversation led on to the necessity of the new birth in 
distinction from the idea that the twice-born Brahmans have in con- 
nection with the investiture of the sacred thread, the pleader, evidently 
fearing I was going a little too far, remarked in English ; * It is 
difficult for the women to accept new doctrines all at once.' This 
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seemed to imply that he thought I expected to convert them then and 
•there. In contrast to this formality, there are many places where our 
presence is a sign for the women to gather around us in groups to 
listen to our message with increasing interest. I have been frequently 
to the hospital of late, where I find the sick people ready to hear of 
the Great Physician who takes away sin. There is one woman there, 
sick with dropsy, who is the daughter of one of our Christians in an 
outside village. She is not yet converted, but likes to have us talk 
and pray with her, and others listen as they lie on their beds." 

House-to-house Visitation at Satara. — Mrs. Sibley writes : — 
** It would be joy unspeakable to be able to tell of souls won to Christ 
as the result of our efforts during the past year. Though we may 
not do this, we know that as we have gone forth in obedience to our 
Lord to teaxih the things He has commanded, it has not been with- 
out His presence and blessing. At one house where they had heard 
we were coming, we were met at the door of the court by a young 
Brahman and his sister, a bright-faced girl of sixteen. Thev 
ushered us into a small room, which, with the exception of a 
low bed covered with a clean white cloth for us to sit on, 
was without furniture. The eldest sister soon joined us, and the 
young man excused himself, saying that according to their customs his 
wife could not come while he was present. We gladly excused him 
having come with a particular desire to become acquainted with his 
wife. She soon came in, but did not sit down. When I asked her to 
do so, she, without speaking, and with a pleasant smile, inclined her 
Iiead toward the door, I looked out and saw her father-in-law sitting 
where he could look into the room,, and knew that out of respect to him 
ehe must stand in his presence. Very soon the old man went away, 
and then, with the young wife seated on the floor with the others, we 
Jiad a nice talk on matters of general interest. The young wife, who 
is a slender girl of about eighteen, is fairly educated, and she quite 
won us by her intelligent questions and gentle manner. At their 
request we sang and read and talked to them of the Redeemer, and all 
appeared interested. On the occasion of this our first visit the mother 
and aunts of the household were absent, but, on their return home a 
few days after, they sent a message for us to come to see themY^Nowj^j 
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whenever we go there, they call in their neighbors, and we usually have 
a company of from fifteen to twenty women. The mother will permit 
no talking among themselves, but commands all to listen, saying, 5 It is 
kind of the Madam Saheb to come, and though her religion is diflFerent 
from ours, she teaches only good things. Let us listen to what she 
and these sisters have to say ; they have come for no gain, but to da 
us good.' May the time soon come when, not only out of courtesy 
to us but from love to Christ, they will be glad to hear and to tell 
Others of His salvation ! " 

Joyful Reception of the Gospel Message.— Mrs. Sibley con- 
tinues : — " One day, as we were coming away from a house in one of 
the principal streets of the city, some Brahman women, sitting in the 
door of a large house near by, called to us and said they had heard 
the hymns, but not what we had said. I told them we would gladly 
come into their house if they wished it. One of them responded, * We 
do wish it, but ' — turning apologetically to the Bible-women — * we have 
no chair to offer the Madam Saheb.' Dayabai laughed and told them I 
preferred to sit on the floor ; whereupon they said, ' Oh, do come then ! ' 
and we did go and had a very happy time. Among the women of the 
household were three sad-faced Brahman widows, whose faces grew 
tender and sweet as we talked and read of Him * Who hath borne our 
griefs and carried our sorrows.' On coming away they thanked us and 
said, ' We are glad you are willing to come and teach us poor, ignorant 
women these things, of which we never heard before. Come again 
soon.' Thus during the year w^e have been led into many homes 
whose women had not before heard of Jesus, and where a kind, cordial 
welcome is given us. We know that our ' labour is not in vain in the 
Lord ^ ; ' His word shall not return unto Him void.' " 

Death of Sagunabai, of Wai.— Mrs. Sibley says : — " Early in 
April, Sagunabai, the Wai Bible-woman, failing in health, was obliged 
to lay aside her work, and, after a weary, lingering illness of more 
than seven months, was called to her heavenly home. For the sake 
of all who loved her, and for the work among the women, for which 
she was so well fitted, we would fain have kept her with us ; but the 
Master came and called for her — and His claim is first and best. We 
can but praise God for His grace given her, enabling her to bear 
patiently her sufferings, and to give bright testimony^o the comfort 
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and peace Christ's presence afforded her. Until the last she maintained 
her interest in the Wai work, rejoicing greatly to hear that the bunga- 
low was to be built so soon. She wished to get well and to be permit- 
ted to engage again in the work ; but when she knew this could not be, 
she said, « The Lord's will is best.' " 

X.— TOURING AND EVANGELISTIC EFFORTS. 

Evangelistic Work at Ahmednagar. — ^Mr. Hume writes :— *'In 
an old and large mission, of necessity most of the time of most mis- 
sionaries is taken up with Christians ; superintending, instructing, 
guiding, reproving, encouraging, planning for and with Christians. 
Evangelistic work for non-Ohristians has to be left mainly to the 
Christians. All the same it is still true in India that any work in 
which the missionary doesnot personally take a prominent part, lags. 
So when a missionary is able to take part in du-ect evangelistic work 
it is a great privilege and advantage. In part of December and part 
of January ofl892 I was able to give some time to such work, and 
in one month I had the pleasure of baptizing twenty adults. Much 
of the preparatory work had been done by others. Still a missionary's 
personal effort goes for a great deal." 

Touring in the Rahuri District. — Dr. Ballantine says : — "Early 
in the year one long tour was made through the north-western part 
of our district. In Belapur the friendliness of many of the towns- 
people was marked. W^e were visited at our camp by several women of 
the Wani caste, and were repeatedly urged to come to them at their 
homes. Several high-caste people there seem ready to leave Hinduism, 
but it is a question what to do with them if they should do so. 
Completely ostracised as they would be, without means of subsistence, 
it seems to them that it would only be to die of starvation unless 
some employment can be found for them. We hear of one ready 
to be a Christian if he can have a loom and so continue to support him- 
self at his trade ; of another, if he can have some bullocks, or a cart, 
or a field. They have yet to leain what it means to 'leave all and 
follow Him.' Other smaller villages were visited. — The quarrel at 
Bhokar between the townspeople and the Mahars still continues, and 
the Christians there are yet suffering great inconvenience in obtaining 
the necessaries of life. Many short tours have been made, and 
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preaching has been regularly done by men well fitted for the work, 
either alone or with the missionary." 

Evangelistic Work in Bombay. — Mr. Abbott writes: — ** The 
evangelistic work in the city of Bombay has gone on with more regularity 
this year since the employment of Mr. Gangaram Kukas. In the 
early mornings he has regularly visited the suburbs of Bombay, and 
in the afternoons preached in the streets of Bombay. We cannot 
record any marked results from this work, which from the standpoint 
of those who want to see immediate results in conversions appears the 
most fruitless of all our work, but we think that the proper way 
to look on such work is that it is the only way to reach the adult 
population with the message of the Gospel. It is the Master's com- 
mand to sow the seed, and when this is done in faithfulness and love, 
we can safely leave the result to Him. The seed sown in Bombay is 
often carried to the remote villages of the Presidency, and whea 
touring in the districts it is a pleasure to find men who say they heard 
of Christ when visiting Bombay for work or business. After all, 
niir great work is the sowing of the seed, and if this is properly done 
we need not be discouraged though the outward signs of growth are 
not as abundant as we could wish.*' 

Touring in the Konkan. — Mr. I. B. Bawa says : — ''That we can 
draw hundreds of people to listen to our message through the instru- 
mentality of the sciopticon and the 'baby organ' is an old story 
which need hardly be repeated. This year I am glad to say we were 
enabled to preach the Gospel throughout a large part of the Kolaba 
District, and to large audiences. Wherever we went we met with 
great encouragement. While I would by no means disparage the 
educational method of evangelization, as it has advantages peculiar to 
itself, I am firmly convinced that touring is indispensable in mission 
work. I have been this year to some of the remotest and out-of-the- 
way corners of our district, where I am sure no Christian ever went 
before, yet I found even in such places many in whose hearts the seed 
bad been sown, which needs only watering now and again. We find 
Mahomedans in some of these places who have gone as sailors to 
England and America and other Christian lands, and whom faithful 
preachers of the Gospel have discovered and have preached to them 
'Christ and Him crucified.' Side by side with these we find Mara- 
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thas and Mahars who have served in regiments, and who during their 
sojourn in different parts of India have come across the Christian 
missionary or catechist and have had the precious seed sown in their 
Jhearts. Many of those come to us and give us a hearty reception. 
This makes us forget all the hardships of our journey which we have 
to endure in our Konkan tours. It would be telling only half the 
truth if I did not say that we do sometimes have cold receptions, and 
occasionally we are assaulted, but what is that as compared with the 
deep joy we have from the precious privilege given to us of speaking 
to sinners about their sins, and of pointing them to Jesus the Saviour 
of the world?" 

A New Scheme for Christian Work in the Konkan. — Mr. 
Abbott writes: — ** We have been trying a policy in the Eoha field 
somewhat different from that in vogue elsewhere, the success or failure 
of which will hereafter be seen. This policy is to employ as 
teachers men of considerable education, such as have studied up to, or 
have passed, the Matriculation examination. They are placed in 
charge of a village school in one of the many little valleys in which 
the Konkan abounds. These valleys contain mapy small villages, 
and they are given over to his care as his peculiar field. He is encour- 
aged to open other schools, the teachers of which will be under his 
superintendence. He is encouraged to feel that he can go ahead and 
develop work according to his own ideas, within, of course, certain 
limits. The whole work of the district is superintended by Mr. Imam 
Baksh Bawa. The result of this policy thus far has been very encour- 
aging. Although those living in the district have to suffer many 
privations, all the agents in the field are happy in their work, in 
which they take a very lively and personal interest. I have tried to 
put each man on practically the same basis as that on which each of 
us missionaries stands, with liberty to put his individuality into his 
work ynth a feeling of independence. The result has thus far been 
gratifying." 

On this subject Mr. I. B. Bawa adds : — " We have now school- 
houses in three important villages, — at Pingalsai, Devkanhe, and 
Pugav, — while at Khamb we have rented a house built especially for 
our use, with rooms and conveniences fitted to our own purposes. 
Our general plan is that these villages should serve as centres of 
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evangelization in the valleys in which they lie. Oar district is hilly, 
and each little valley is called a khalatu In each of these kkalati» 
there are from ten to twenty villages lying close to one another. The 
four villages referred to above are in foar different khalatis, and ia 
two of them we have tried the plan of keeping a Christian teacher 
with an assistant teacher nnder him, so that these Christian teachers 
can give more time to the teaching of the Scriptures, and more atten- 
tion to preaching in the villages of his khalati. The work that has 
been done according to this scheme has been very satisfactory, for the 
responsibility laid upon the teachers has made them take a very lively 
interest in their work. In this way more thorough instruction in the 
Bible is gained, and preaching has been conducted more vigorously. 
We hope, with the help of God, to extend this scheme to other kkalatiSy 
if men and money are forthcoming. We have seen this year many 
manifestations of God's help, though there have been no direct cases- 
of conversion. In Pugav there are about fifteen or more men and 
women who are interested in Christianity, and in another village 
near Ashtami there are four or five more. Caste is a great hinderance, 
but it is possible for God to break away these bonds and make men 
free, so that nothing may hinder them from accepting Him who is 
the Saviour of the world." 

Touring in the Satara District. — Mr. Bruce says : — " Our 
Kirttan Band has made a number of very interesting tours during the 
year. The visiting of Hindu melas has been a specialty with them. 
The interest of the people at such places in listening to the truth 
seems to be increasing from year to year. At the great mela at Pali 
twelve preachers were assembled and a great deal of good work was 
done. The full account of this festival given in our Report of last 
year might be repeated here with additional incidents of interest. 
About 4,000 tracts and leaflets were distributed during the three or 
four days of the festival. Masur was a comparatively new place for 
our people, but the reception they met with at the festival there greatly 
encouraged them and us all. At Kole the people listened one night 
with unflagging interest from 9 o'clock in the evening until 3 o'clock 
in the morning, until all our men had talked and sung themsalves 
hoarse. Preachers and reciters of Hindu legends were stationed near 
by, but many of the people of their own choice left them and came to 
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liear the Gospel message. We cannot believe that such efforts will 
1)6 in vain, * * For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but waterefch the earth, and maketh it brings 
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the 
«ater, so shall My word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall 
not return unto Me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, 
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.' *? 

Tour in the Koina Valley. — Mr. Bruce writes : — *' I made- 
arrangements during the hot season to send two of our native preach- 
ers through the Koina valley, an isolated place, where I have sent 
several companies of preachers in former years. In this last tour our 
brethren had a most interesting and profitable time. In eighteen 
days they visited forty-two villages, and preached fifty-four times to- 
1,133 people. On first entering the valley they found the people very 
timid and shy of them. Going to a village they would perhaps find 
only a single old man who was left to meet the strangers, while all^ 
the rest had hidden themselves or had fled to the mountains. They 
were afraid of being imposed upon, of being impressed into service, 
or of being required to furnish supplies of milk, eggs, and chickens 
for which they would never get their pay, as had been their experience- 
many times before when travellers were passing through the valley. 
The old man questioned them sharply to find out who they were, and 
when he was satisfied that they were Christian preachers, he welcomed 
them, and straightening himself up he set up a shout, in a strong, 
clear voice, that reverberated through the mountains, and could easily^ 
be heard half a mile away, just as I myself heard them fifteen years 
ago, saying, *The preachers have come I The preachers have come ! 
No fear ! No impressment ! Come ! come ! ' And almost immediately 
one man after another would appear, until nearly all the people of the- 
village would be gathered around to hear what the preachers had to^ 
say. The news was quickly passed on from village to village, so that 
afterwards their coming was anticipated, and, as a rule, they were 
cordially welcomed at each succeeding place. The village officers; 
generally did all in their power to assist them, in famishing comfort- 
able quarters and necessary provisions while they remained, often 
refusing to take any pay for what they had provided. Various 
audiences were gathered during the day, but at night the people were 
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more at leisure, and would assemble in larger numbers to listen to the 
preaching. In some places they were ready to listen * all night,^ and 
actually did remain until near midnight. Many interesting incidents 
might be mentioned in connection with this tour. Our brethren were 
very much gratified with the results of their three weeks' effort, and 
the glad reception that was everywhere given to their message. But 
the thing that pleased me most was the fact that the people remembered 
go well the message that had been brought to them in former years. 
Everywhere they were familiar with the thought and expression, * Jesus 
Christ our Saviour.' And who shall say that in the time of fiery 
trial, when tbeir idol-gods fail them, numbers of them may not cling 
to * Jesus Ohrist ' as their * Saviour,' and find Him a surer help in their 
great need ? God grant that such may be the case ! " 

The Distribution of Gratuitous Tracts, — Mr. Bruce writes : — 
** I am more and more interested in the work of distributing our 
gratuitous leaflets and tracts. I am sure that by this means the 
knowledge of the Gospel is being spread far and wide, and that it 
reaches multitudes whom we could not reach in any other way. The 
people are becoming more and more interested in receiving and read- 
ing the tracts, so that with all that we can produce from the Colum- 
bian Press, and all that we can obtain from the Bombay Tract Society 
and other sources, we can hardly supply the demand. A man has 
been constantly employed in canvassing the city of Satara, leaving a 
tract at every house, and giving to adult readers whom he may meet 
on the street. All our preachers are supplied with tracts which they 
distribute as they have opportunity. At the great Hindu festivals 
that are held in various parts of the district, large numbers of leaflets 
are carefully distributed, and are thus carried to the homes in hun- 
dreds of villages where the living preacher is seldom seen. Thus, 
in our own district, from ten to fifteen thousand of each of our Co- 
lumbian Press leaflets are used, besides as many gratuitous tracts 
from other sources as we can beg or borrow. For the great annual 
pilgrimage for the worship of Khandoba, which is held at Pali, a 
special leaflet was prepared on the Worship of Khandoba, and 
several thousands of it were distributed at the festival. The people 
were somewhat excited by it, but they could not but confess that 
it told the truth. I am sure that many who read it will have different 
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ideas in regard to the abominations of that festival, and will see 
that there is a better way of salvation than they have known before. 
With the small force of Christian workers which we have in this 
great district, I am convinced that we can in no way do a more 
effective work for Christ than by supplementing the preaching with 
the living voice, with the wide-spread but judicious circulation of 
these gratuitous Gospel messengers. Our leaflets have not only been 
used very largely here, but they have been sent to various parts of the 
Presidency. Our missionary friends who have used them uniformly 
speak of their usefulness in their work. I quote the following from 
letters recently received from Kev. J, Douglas, of the Free Church 
Mission, Nagpur :- — 

" * From time to time Dr. Robertson has given me packets of the tracts with 
which you kindly supply him. The kind I specially like is printed on tinted 
paper and includes "The Ten Commandments," "Salvation Ticket," "The 
Lost Sheep," &c. It is a splendid series and fitted to do much good. They 
are greatly sought after by the people here. Kindly send me 3,000 of the 
leaflet series, giving me specimens of every kind included in the series. — I 
have to thank you warmly for your large parcel of tracts. The short history 
of your press I read with great interest. It was all new to me ; I did not 
understand before that your tracts were distributed gratuitously. It is a 
splendid work you are engaged in. The seed that you are thus scattering far 
and .wide is bound to bring in a rich harvest by-and-by. — Owing to stress of 
work in connection with the National Congress I have been long in acknow- 
ledging receipt of your fresh parcel of tracts, with the beautiful Christma 
cards. It was a most welcome Christmas present, and I have to tender you 
my most hearty thanks for it. It came at an extremely opportune time. 
I got a bookstall erected in the vicinity of the main entrance to the Congress 
building, and had it well stocked with Scriptures, and Tract Society and C. V. 
E. S. publications. During the few days the Congress lasted we sold over 
Rs. 80 worth of books. To every purchaser we gave a tract. In that way 
your gift proved most useful. I cannot doubt but that from this abundant seed- 
sowing we shall in due time reap a corresponding harvest.' " 

An Incident in Tract Distribution. — Mr. Bruce writes : — " A 
large edition of the Columbian Press leaflet, * Who is Jesus Christ ? ' was 
printed and widely scattered throughout the Presidency, Soon after 
Kev. Mr. Prautch of Tanna sent me a Marathi sheet, drawn up in fine 
style, with red border, &c., evidently in imitation of our leaflet, and 
having the heading * Who ia Great Vtshnoo ? ' It was a copy of por- 
tions of our tract, with the name * Great Vishnoo ' substituted for that 
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of Jesus Christ, Mr. Prautch wrote me that it was presented to hina 
by a delegation of six young men at the village of Shahapur, in the 
Tanna District, where he had been distributing my leaflet. This 
incident brought encouragement with it, as it showed that the leaflet 
had been read, and that it had awakened thought in the minds of those 
young men." 

The Sciopticon at Sholapur. — ^Mr. Gates says : — '' Sciopticon 
exhibitions do not fail to attract, interest, instruct, and profit large 
numbers. During the rainy season in the chapel, and in the cold 
season in the open air, these exhibitions are a great help in getting 
hold of the people. One in the chapel, for non-Christian women only 
was well attended." 

The Sale of Books at Sholapur. — ^Mr. Gates reports :— " The 
sale of books and tracts continues to increase. The sales amounted 
during the year to Ks. 41G. The labor involved in these sales can be 
realized to some extent by remembering that most of these books sold 
for one pice (a half cent) or less. Education in this district is in a 
backward state, but the desire for books is growing. A middle-aged 
man in the weavers* wada in the city was greatly surprised and 
delighted to find that such good books could be obtained so cheap. 
Coming home from a village one day I passed a temporary village of 
stone-breakers, consisting of some sixty persons. I sold them a gospel 
for one pice. This was all the money they could collect in the whole 
company. They wanted more books. Two men followed me some 
distance until we came to the house of a gate-keeper. They tried to 
get money of him, but he had none. They learned, however, that he 
had a few eggs. They rather timidly raised the question of exchang- 
ing eggs for books, to which I readily assented, and took all the eggs 
they had. It is a pleasure to minister to such a craving for books." 

XI.— MEDICAL WORK. 

Medical Work at Rahuri. — Dr. Ballantine says : — ** The un- 
usual amount of sickness this year has made a comparatively pros- 
perous year for the dispensary financially, still there is no immediate 
prospect that we shall be able to build a room for cases where especial 
treatment can be given when necessary. Such are now sent back to 
•homes, often at some distance, where little or no attention is paid to 
directions to be followed, and entire want of cleanliness and proper 
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food is to be expected. Cholera in a peculiarly fatal form, and 
prevailing fevers, made the rainy season a busy time— often three or 
four hours of the day were spent in visiting patients, besides Dispensary 
work. All this is the means of giving to the missionary a wider 
access to the homes and hearts of these people. And it gives him 
the best of opportunities to speak to many personally about the way 
of salvation at a time when they are most ready to listen. More than 
ever this past year has this personal work been done.'* 

Medical Catechist at Wadale.— Mr. Fairbank says :— " At the 
time when cholera broke out in Wadale itself, I secured the attendance 
of a Medical Catechist who has been studying with Dr. Ballantine in 
his dispensary for several years. He has been here in Wadale since 
September, and now the Board has granted money to build a small 
dispensary and a house for the Catechist to live in. The presence of 
such a trained man is of great benefit, and relieves us of a great deal 
of anxiety, and also frees us from many interruptions. The growth 
of our community, and especially the large number of boys and girls 
who are gathered here, make it a necessity that a Medical Catechist 
should be here, and we are thankful that we now have one." 

The Mission Dispensary at Sholapur. — Mr. P. B. Keskar, 

who is in charge of the Mission Dispensary at Sholapur, furnishes 

the following statistics of his work for the year 1891 ; — 

The number of the new Patients 3)848 

Do. do. old Patients 8,375 

Total ... 12,223 
They belong to the following religious sects : — 



Hindus. 


Musulmans. 


Parsees. 


Roman 

Catholics. 


Protest, 
ants. 


Total. 


9,833 


1,949 


21 


SO 


370 


12,223 



Number of Visits paid to the patients in their houses in the year 
Number of Prescriptions given out in the year .^ 



Amount received from Sale of Medicine ... 
Do. do do. Visits to the patients 



Total Rs. 



226 

... 14,794 
Rs. a. p. 

1,942 IS 3 
263 o o 

2,205 IS 3 
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311.— THE PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT. 

List of Publications in 1891. — The following is a list of th& 
publications by the Mission during the year 1891 : — 

1. The Dnyanodaya. — The Dnyanodaya has been under the 
editorial charge of Rev. J. E. Abbott, assisted in the Marathi depart- 
ment by Mr. A. M. SangalL It is a weekly Anglo-Marathi paper of 
eight royal quarto pages, and has now completed its forty-ninth year. 
Its subscription price is Rs. 2, plus 13 annas for postage. 

2. The Balbodh Mewa — The Balhodh Mewa is an illustrated 
monthly magazine in Marathi, containing 16 pages, and is designed 
for young people. It has been under the editorship of Mrs. R. A. 
Hume. It has now completed its nineteenth year. It is beautifully 
illustrated with the best English and American wood engravings. 
For these engravings alone it is worth all the small subscription. It 
contains original and translated stories, scientific, geographical, histori- 
cal and other articles of great interest not only to the children for 
whom it is primarily intended, but for adults, who cannot but read 
this magazine with delight. The subscription is only 12 annas per 
year, with 6 annas for postage. Those taking the Dnyanodaya can 
have it for 6 annas less. Bound volumes in red and gilt, making a 
most beautiful and attractive volume for presentation, can be had for 
Rs. 2 by applying to the Manager. 

3. The Dnyanodaya Almanac. — Prepared by Rev. J. E- Abbott, 
and published in Marathi and Gujarati by the Bombay Tract Society ; 
Marathi 10,000 copies ; Gujarati 7,000 copies. Price one anna. 

The Columbian Press, Satara. — Mr. Bruce writes : — " The 
Columbian Press has issued a large number of leaflets for gratuitous 
distribution. These have been found very useful, and while some 
10,000 to 15,000 of each kind have been used in our own district, 
15,000 or more of each have been widely scattered over the Marathi- 
speaking country. Our thanks are due to the Religious Tract Society 
of London for a free grant of eight reams of double demy white paper, 
and for twelve reams of colored paper at one-half price. Besides the 
leaflets and S. S. cards shown in the table below, our Press has pre- 
pared a great many circulars, forms, notices, dispensary cards, &C.,. 
which serve to facilitate the work of the Mission. The following table 
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vriW show the difEerent leaflets and cards printed during the year, up 
to the Ist of Febmary 1892. Several of ihe leaflets are reprints, in 
larger editions, of some that were published by our Press in former 
years. The totals show a less number of copies but a larger number 
of pages than last year. The reason for this is that last year I pub- 
lished a great many S. S. cards (chromes) of one page each, while 
this year, 'with two exceptions, all our issues have been in the form of 
two-page leaflets. During the two years more than three-fourths of 
a million of pages have come from our little Press. 



No. 


Subject. 


Author. 


Edition. 


Copies. 


Pages. 


Style. 


40 
36 
41 
1 
3 
42 
43 
44 
46 
46 


God's care for us 

Salvation Ticket.. 
Brahman's Testimony.. 
Ten Oommandments .. 
Who is Jesus Christ ? ... 
Matt.xi,28,29 ... 
I8a,ix:6,7 .. 
Li jrht of the World ... 
Worship of Xhandoba ... 
▲ Wealthy Laborer ... 


Miss H.L. Bruce .. 
Translated .. 
Rev. H. J. Bruce 

Rev. H. J. Bruce 
Rev. Kassimbhai ... 
Rev. A. W. Prautch„. 

Total for the year .. 
1890... 

„ two years . . 


2 

3rd & 4th 

3 
3rd & 4th 
6th & 6th 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 


25.000 
10,000 
35,000 
26.000 
26,000 
1,000 
1,000 
30,000 
10,000 
30,000 


60,000 
20,000 

70,000 

\j.m 

1,01 lO 
(W.OOO 
20,000 

oo,ooa 


Leaflet 

Chromo. 
Leaflet. 

n 




192,000 
248,043 


882,ono 






440,043 


760,045 





Xm.— ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 

The following donations and other favors received in 1891 are 
thankfully acknowledged : — 

For General Purposes of the Mission. 



H. B. Boswell, Esq., England 

Willing Workers, Milan, Ohio 

Y, P. S. C. E., Wapping, Conn 

Miss Tapsell, Bath, Eng ••• ... ••• 

Miss L. A. Jones, Bed Cloud, Neb. , 

To Mrs. Bissell for Special Work. Ahmednagar. 
The Indian Female Normal School and Instruction Society for 

Bible-women ••• •• m* ... 

Do. do. do, for Hindu Girls' School 

Mrs. Gaston, Milan, Ohio 

Mr. Geo. Ford, Santa Cruz, Cal 

Mrs. Anderson, Aberdeen, Scot , ,., 

Miss Anderson, Shel bourne, Mass. ,m ..« 

Mrs. Rowbotham, Bombay • ... „• .«. ••• 
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$ 25 
$ 12 



$ 10 



41 

138 

98 



$ 


12-50 


t 


10-00 


$ 


10-00 


$ 


13-00 


$ 


12-50 


$ 


10-00 



Mr, W. Walker, Qlasgow m ..... 

A Friend, India .»« ••• ••• ••• •«• ... « 

H. E. Lord Harris m. •• 

H. K* Paranjpe, JSsq. •«• •.. — ••• ••• « 

To Bay. 0. W. Lay, for ^'Maanal Training." 

Mrs. G, A. Ballou, Golumbus, Neb • ^ ••• $ 30a 84 

H. T. Layi Kewanee, 111 » $ 509140 



156 

200 

500 

SO 

12 



To Bev. B. A. Hume for Special Work. Rs. a. p. 

Prof. F. B. Dexter ^ .^ ... £, 8=113 4 o 

Miss A. E. Johnson and others $ 150=436 8 o 

Christian Endeavor Society, Meriden, Conn. .^ ... £ i 

Joseph Morgan, Esq., for Medicines £ 2 

Rev, R. M. Gray and others, for Pastor's Fund and Church Organ 55 o 

For Support of Special Pupils. 

Mrs. Julia Churchill 

Miss Merwin's S. S. Class 

Dea. Perkins' S. S. Class 

Congregational Church, Galva, 111. 

First Gongl. Ch. S. S., W. Springfield, Mass. 

English Hall S. S., New Haven, Ct 

Church of the Redeemer, Atlanta, Ga. •• .« .•. ... 56 o o 

For Girls' School, Ahmednagar. 

The Indian Female Normal School and Instruction Society for 

Teachers and Pupils ... .« 466 o 

Mrs. Judge Hammick, Ahmednagar ... ... ,^ 20 o 

Washington St. S. S., Toledo, Ohio 69 12 

Alma College, Canada 67 13 o 

H. E. Lord Harris \ ; 50 o 

To Miss Bruce for Special Purposes. 

Girls' Club, Worcester, Mass., 19 S 4 

Miss Hurlbut, Springfield, Mass 72 g o 

Miss Worden, South Hadley, Mass 14 

Mrs. A. F. Wood, Oak Park, 111 70 9 

For the Mission High School Scholarship Fund. 
Herbert W. Barker, Toronto ,.^ ,„ & 7-ii-3»99 10 o 

Riverius Marsh, New Jersey m« 

Miss Willis, London, Ont. •«. ... «. 
Mrs. R. F. Whiteside, So. Lindsay, Ont. ; ... 
Mrs. W. N. Whiteside, Lindsay, Ont. 

Cong. S. S, Warren, Conn 

Mrs. McMurchie, Clinton, Ont. 



I 

o 
o 
o 



10 

o 



Digitized by 



Google 



Xm. — ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 



83 



Rs. a. 

15-00=40 9 
$ 4.56=12 10 
$ 40-00=1 12 6 
$ 5-21 = 14 6 



10-00=26 13 
10-00=26 13 
20-00=54 13 
20-00=55 3 
27 5 
9 II 



Per Work in the Wadale District 
Hiss M. G. Tyler ... ^ ... $ 

TThrough Eev. H. A. Bridgman $ 

Mission Band, Norfolk, Conn 

^ThroTigh Eey. W. M. EUis ... 

For Work at Bahuri. 
Miss LamVs S. S. Class, Worcester, Mass., U. S. A. ... $ 
Miss Steam's S. S. Class, Worcester, Mass., U. S. A, ... $ 
TToung Ladies' RoUstone Church, Fitchburg, Mass., U. S. A. $ 

Mrs. C. W. Park, Birmingham, Conn. U. S. A $ 

King's Daughters, Royalston, Mass., U. S, A 

Mrs, Pratt and Miss Merriam, Princeton, Mass., D. S. A. ... 

For a Preacher's House, Kanbur. 

■Sonth Church, Springfield, Mass., $ 50 

United Church S. S., New Haven, Ct $50 

Davenport Church S. S. „ „ ... $ 50 

For Work at Bombay. 

A Friend, Brookline, Mass. 1,251 

-Cong, Church, Nashua, N. H 837 

Mr. Albec, Nashua, N. H I43 

Mrs. Lester, New Rochelle, N. Y 129 

Pancbgani Offertory ... ; ... 5 

'Oraigie, Lynch and Owen 291 

Mrs. Bowbotham », 25 

Mrs. T. B. Casey, Minneapolis, Minn 37 

Mrs. Kingsmill 20 

Miss K. Chadbourn and others for Prizes 23 

For Boys' Boarding School, Bombay. 

-AFriend..* ... ., ••• ••• 

Mrs. Filer 

-Miss Andrew ^ 

Mrs. Anderdon, Isle of Wight 

^Friends at Millbury, Conn ... 

■Friends in Bombay . ..• •«, ««• ••• ..• ... 

Misses Prichard and Goodrich 

Mis. Merriam «»• ... ••• •«« ... •.* ••• ••• 

:^ S. Glass in Neligb, Nebraska ~ 

Mrs. Danwoody • 

Primary S. S. Class, Toledo, Ohio ••• 

For Work in Charge of Miss Millard. Bombay 

Mr. Lockwood ••• ••• • ••• ••• ••• ••• 

■Aiends in Smyrna ••• •• ••• •%• ••• ••• ••• 

Dr. Condict «•• •«• ... ••• •.< ••• ••• ••* 
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Hiss Lyman m« ••• ••« 

Mrs. Charles Douglas - 

Miss E. M. Day, Hartford, Conn , 

Mr. Atwood, Bloomfield, Conn. 

Miss Davenport ••• .•• 

Mrs. Wheeler 

Miss Murdock, Boommouth, England ... ^ ••• 

Miss Shipman m 

Mrs. Mardock, Alexandria, Va. .« 

Miss Pattinson 

Mrs. Churchill 

Miss Quincy 

Through Mrs. Hume ... >.. ... 

Mrs. W. C. Wheeler, Yacoma, Wa, 

Mrs. S. N. Millard 

Y, L. Society, Plymouth Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota ... 
Mrs. Noyes ... ••• ... •%• ... ••• ••. 

For Boha Ghnrch. 

K. N. Bhangarkar 

H. E. Winter, Esq 

J.P. Orr, Esq 

To meet Redactions at Satara. 

A Friend 

F. Kinsman, Esq 

Col. J. Lawrence 

M. £. Atkinson $ lo 

For Village School Work, Sholapur. 

From Rev. A. Hazen, D.D $ 100-0-0=282 12 lo 

„ J. C. Gates, Esq., Kansas City £ 40-17-0=586 6 5. 

For Boarding Scholars, Sholapur. 
From Friends in Sholapur 

,, Miss Mitchell 

„ Buckland, Mass., U. S. A 

„ A Friend ... „ 

„ Mrs. L. L. Gates „ ... »•• ,•• 

„ Mrs. H. Roberts „ ,., 

„ S, S. Somers, Conn. .•• ... ,»« 

„• Friends, Cambridge, Vt. U. S. A, 

Government Grants-in-Aid. 
The Mission High School, Ahmednagar ••• 

„ „ „ „ „ Building Grant 

„ „ „ „ „ for Africans 

TheGirls* School, Ahmednagar ^ ... ••. 



Rs. a. 
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The Station School Ahmednagar 124 10 o 

'Common Schools in the Ahmednagar District •.. ... ... 2S0 o o 

„ Pamer „ 157 o o 

Station School, Wadale ... •• 299 o o 

Oommon Schools, Wadale Not known 

Station School, Bahuri 122 o o 

Yilla^ Schools „ 311 o o 

Boarding and Station School at Bombay 731 o o 

„ „ Building Grant, Bo wker Hall 15,000 o o 

-<}o]iimon Schools in Bombay 289 o o 

Anglo-Yemacnlar School at Hoha«.* ' 456 o o 

<Soiiimon Schools at Roha ... ••• ... 105 o o 

Station School at Satara ... 93 o o 

,, Sholapur 167 8 c 

Onnmon Schools „ ... .^ ^ 233 8 o 

School at Karad ^ ~ 28 o o 

Building Grrant, Pingalsai, Konkan « 210 o o 

„ „ Devkanhe, „ ••• 210 o o 

,, „ Station School, Sholapur 2.066 o o 

„ „ Mohol.%% ... ••• •• 212 o o 

School at Wai 45 o o 



We have much pleasure in acknowledging Professional Medical services 
^ndly and gratuitously rendered to different members of the Mission by th& 
^following gentlemen, viz, : — 

Surgeon H. P. Dimmock, Superintendent Mahahleshwar. 

Sui^eon-Major D. 0. Davidson Satara. 

Brigade Surgeon W. Gray Bombay. 

Physicians at Sholapur. 
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LKIv^UKIv BISSELL, D. D 



Arriued in India Aug. 27, 1851. 



Vied ^ay 28, 1891. 



Aged 68. 



Columbian Press, Satara. 
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Jn ^emotiam. 



4«»4«»4«»4«»4«»4«»^4«»^-«|^ 



Rev. LEMUEL BISSELL, D. D. 
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RESOLUTIONS 



Passed by the American Marathi Mission at its Annual Meeting in 
Ahmednagar, October, 1801. 



<i^^ 



\\ttXtZSk it has pleased our Heavenly Father since our last 
Mission Conference to remove our dearly beloved 
brother. Rev. Lemuel Bissell, D.D., and to give him entrance into 
his eternal rest; 

" Therefore resolved, — ^That we bow in humble and submis- 
sive recognition of the will of Him who regards with infinite interest 
the progress of His own work, whose thoughts are far above our 
thoughts, and who in the arrangements of His Kingdom does all 
things well. 

'•' Resolved, — That we express our thanks to God that our 
brother was permitted to devote nearly forty years to earnest effort 
for the evangelization of India ; that he was so well fitted both by 
nature and by grace for the work to which his gifts were consecrated > 
that his comprehensive views of Mission work, his clear apprehension 
of the truths of the Gospel, his unswerving loyalty to duty, his 
rectitude of character, his soundness of judgment, his cheerful dis- 
position, his Heavenly spirit, and his loving heart which was able to 
embrace all men, the lowest as well as the highest, the erring as well 
as the upright, have exerted so marked an influence upon the church 
of Christ in India for so many years. 

" Resolved,— That while we feel that the departure of our 
brother is a personal bereavement to each one of us, yet we would 
express our deep sympathy for the afflicted widow and daughter who 
are still engaged in the work here with us, and for the other sons and 
daughters ^who are in America j and we pray that the God of all 
•comfort may comfort their hearts, and cause that they, and we all, 
may feel the inspiration of such a life, and that we may be better 
fitted for the service to which our Gracious Lord has called us." 
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A SKETCH 

Prepared by Rev. S. B. FAIRBANK, D.D. 

The Last Hours. — On the 28th of May, 1891, our dear 
brother, Rev. Lemuel Bissell, D.D., was removed from our Mission 
circle. He was taken suddenly and without warning. It was at 
Mahableshwar. He was the Secretary of our Mission, and had 
that morning finished and mailed a letter of eight pages to the 
Secretary of our Board at Boston, with reports of his work and of the 
work of our Mission in general. The labor of preparing this must 
have tired him. But he appeared to be in his usual health. He 
partook of the midday meal as usual, and then sat for some time 
reading the Congregationaltst newspaper, which had been received 
that morning. Then he went to his room and lay down and slept 
for a lime, and then took a cold bath. The water was colder than 
usual, and, instead of feeling the usual reaction and glow, he was 
chilled and felt a sudden and severe pain in the region of his heart. 
He lay down on his bed and covered himself with his shawl. It 
was about four in the afternoon and he was called to afternoon tea. 
Instead of going to partake of it, he asked for Brother Bruce, who was 
his host. Mr. Bruce came, and on finding that he was in pain, and 
that his head was cold although covered with perspiration, asked him if 
he should send for his daughter Emily and for the doctor. Brother. 
Bissell was not sure that it was best to do so. But soon Mr, Bruce 
decided that it was, and sent for them to come speedily. As 
Dr. Dimmock, the Station physician, might be delayed. Dr. Mowatt, of 
the Free Church Mission, who was living near by, was also called. 
The remedies he ordered relieved Dr, Bissell of his pain. He became 
very cheerful and conversed freely with those who had come in on 
hearing of his illness. The two doctors consulted together — said 
that there was no cause for immediate anxiety — ^gave directions for 
his treatment in the night — and then went away. The others also 
went. Only his daughter Emily and one or two others stayed with 
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^him. Half an hour later he suffered from a sharp paroxysm of 
pain — gave a groan — gasped three times — and "he was not, for God 
took him." Thus he was translated. The friends who had dispersed 
•came together again. They were surprised and saddened. But as 
they looked on that placid face, and began to recall and tell of 
what he had been, and what he had done and said, they could * 
hardly use words of sorrow and mourning, but rather said, '* Let me 
also die the death of the righteous and let my last end be like his." 

The Irreparable Loss.— Yet everyone felt bereaved, and 
as they thought of the absent members of his family, and especially of 
Mrs. Bissell, who was expecting that she would meet him in a day or 
two, on his return to their home in Ahmednagar, and then of the 
loss to the Mission and to the Native Christian community, their 
sorrow swelled and deepened. They began to say as Brother Harding 
did when he heard of our loss — " Words cannot express how much 
we shall miss him. The whole Mission is bereaved, for everyone 
loved him and trusted him. Who in times of sorrow could bring 
words so fitly spoken or looks so tuU oi true and tender sympathy ? 
Who in our difficulties and perplexities could give counsel so 
judicious and wise ? In times of special joy, in the family and in the 
church, what presence brought so much of benediction ? No wonder 
he was so often sought for to officiate at weddings and at the baptism 
of children. No wonder the little children ran to him with in- 
stinctive confidence, even as they did to his Master in the villages 
of Galilee. No wonder the educated natives, both Hindus and 
Christians, came to him for advice, revealing to him with frankness 
what they might fear to tell even to their own people.'* 

The Funeral. — In India the funeral must come soon after 
death. But it was found practicable, by the free use of ice and other 
antiseptics, to keep the body till Mrs. Bissell arrived from Ahmed- 
nagar. A telegram was sent to Brother Smith, and he communi- 
cated the sad message to her and came with her to Mahableshwar, a 
a jcurney of twenty-four hours. Others came from Panchgani, and 
joined the Christian community at Mahableshwar, of all sects and 
classes, in showing their regard for the honored dead, by attending 
his funeral in the early morning of May 30th. His body was buried 
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in the beautiful cemetery at Mahableshwar, beside the graves of 
others who had been of our Mission. 

Early Life. — Dr. Bissell was bom at South Windsor, Conn., 
U. S. A., on i2th December, 1822, so that he was 68 years old at the 
time of his death. His father removed with his family to Milan, 
Ohio, in 1835. ^^ completed the course of study in Western 
Reserve College and was graduated in 1845. ^^ finished his 
theological course of study in I848. He had been tutor in that 
college for two years. He then taught at Milan, Ohio, for two 
years. He married Miss Mary E. Beaumont at Cleveland on the 
3rd of April, 1851, and was ordained a week later, on the 9th of 
April. They embarked at Boston on 8th May, and, coming round, 
the Cape of Good Hope, arrived at Bombay on 27th August, 1851. 

First Years of Missionary Life.— For the first nine 

years of his mission life he was stationed at Siriir. His work there 
was largely among the surrounding villages. But the number of 
church members and adherents and the Sabbath audiences so 
increased that he found it necessary to build a new church that 
would seat two hundred persons. In 1859 ^^ was relieved of the 
care of the church. Rev. Sidoba Misal was ordained to be its pastor. 
In 1 86 1 he removed to Ahmednagar, that he might conduct a 
school for catechists. ** The course of study included the higher 
branches of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, the 
Bible, Moral Science, and English taught as a classic." This school 
had about thirty scholars in regular attendance, and for seven 
months of the year eight members of the Theological Class were 
taught in it the studies of their scientific course. 

His Love for Astronomy.— Of these studies he delight- 
ed most of all in teaching Astronomy. Till the end of his life he 
kept track of the planets in their wanderings among the constella- 
tions. He would watch eagerly for Mercury when about to become^ 
visible to the naked eye. And then he would daily welcome him 
and point him out to others till he was again hidden in the sunlight. 

Work at Aliinednagrar.— From 1861 to the end of his 
life, except when he was on furlough for the recuperation of his 
health, Dr. Bissell was stationed at Ahmednagar and took part ia 
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the instruction of the Theological Classes. But he still had charge 
of the Native Agents of the Mission who preached or taught schools, 
in the district South of Ahmedhagar. And he gave as much time 
as he could secure for it, to itinerating among the villages there* 
His saintly appearance and earnest words, and his pat and forcible^ 
sometimes humorous, answers to objections, made his talks to the 
villagers attractive and effective. 

As Mission Secretary. — After the death of our much- 
lamented Brother Ballantine in 1865, he was most of the time 
Secretary of the Mission. He was well adapted for the duties of a 
secretary, and he was prompt and indefatigable in their execution. 
The Editor of the Missionary Herald says of the letter he sent on 
the day he died, that it was " in his usual clear and vigorous style.'* 
A brother missionary, quoted in the same notice, says that '* in this 
capacity we have seen in a marked degree his carefulness, his 
accuracy, and his impartiality." 

Physical Development. — When he arrived in India he 
•did not appear to be very robust. His frame was slight and his 
features thin, and they wore the spiritual expression which they always 
retained. We did not think that he was likely to endure the climate 
of India for many years — much less that he would prove so wiry, and 
"work on so ably for forty years. He daily sought strength from the 
Master and he received it for that day. It often seemed at night 
that he had used it all. But the next morning would find him at 
•daybreak taking his needed exercise. This, when he was at home 
-at Ahmednagar, was usually a two-mile walk, going round the Fort. 
The air was sweet there, and he enjoyed taking a look at the flock of 
antelopes and Nilgai deer that is kept in the " Fort Ditch." During 
the rest of the day, excepting meal-times, he was at^ his mission work. 
If in his study, it was preparing a sermon or a lecture for the theolo- 
gical students, or it was writing letters, reports, and statistics as 
Secretary of the Mission, or it was over the cash-book and ledger 
that he kept as Sub-treasurer. All missionaries in India, and 
especially missionary secretaries, are obliged to spend much time in 
•<iriving the pen. 

As a Preaclier.— Although the churches had their pastors, 
J3r. Bissell was called on to do much pastoral work. He frequently 
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preached in the chapel at Ahmednagar. His every sermon showed 
that it had been carefully prepared. It was always " pure oil beaten 
for the light." These discourses were delivered in the Marathi 
language. Like the other members of our Mission in the Deccan, 
he rarely preached in English, unless he was staying for a time, 
in the hot season, at the sanitarium. But there was oftener occasion 
for remarks in English at our prayer and conference meetings. 
His style, both in English and Marathi, was terse and forcible. His 
sentences were short and often quaint, and so worded that hearers 
remembered and repeated them. " His prayers seemed a real con- 
verse with God." 

Touringrs. — Whenever he could secure time for it, he would 
make a tour among the villages of the large field that was under his 
<:are. This included that part of the Ahmednagar CoUectorate 
which lies south of the city, and also the villages within ten miles to 
the north ; so that it is more than sixty miles in length, and will 
•average twenty miles in width. 

FurlOUgrllS. — After twelve years' service here, his health 
required him to go on furlough to America. While there^ the 
District Secretaries of the American Board found him so useful in 
making addresses on mission subjects, both in giving information 
and in making forcible appeals, that he was overworked, and his 
health did not improve. Instead of resting in the hours of sleep, he 
was, in his dreams, still making addresses on missions. It proved 
necessary for him to stay more than two years in the United States. 
But in 1866 we were allowed to welcome him back. Ten years 
later, in 1876, he went to America again, and in December 1877 he 
•came back '* in vigorous health." Early in 1886 he became so 
seriously ill that his recovery was despaired of. Without his know- 
ledge, arrangements were made for him to go to America. He 
recovered sufficiently to enable him to go, *' leaving his station and 
district work in charge of Mrs. Bissell." His health was restored, 
and before the end of the year he hurried back and resumed his 
various work ; and from that time he carried it on with rare skill and 
earnestness till the day of his death. 

As a Friend and Counsellor,— Brother Bruce, wtowas his 
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